
   

 

 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Advent Decorating 
Sunday, November 24 

12:00-1:30 pm 

Following jazz worship, we will decorate our 
church for the Advent and Christmas 
seasons.  We would love those of you with 
gifts for decorating, climbing ladders, and 
having a Christmas spirit to join us.  Pizza will 
be ordered for lunch. 
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Minnetonka United Methodist Church 
The vision of Minnetonka United Methodist Church is to be caring, inclusive, and Spirit-filled in all that we do. 

Our commitment is to follow Christ’s example and, as a Reconciling Congregation, to welcome persons of all sexual 

identities and orientation into this faith community. 

 

 

 

Town Hall Meeting 
Sunday, November 3, 12:15 pm 

Servant Leadership Board is hosting a Town hall 
meeting on Sunday, November 3.  Anyone is able 
to bring their questions or topics they would like to 
discuss. The SLB will give a short update on 
finances. Snacks will be provided. 

 

 

Sunday, November 10, 10:00 am 
One Service – Combined Choir and Jazz 

Celebration brunch to follow the service 
 

Con’-se-crate 1. To set apart as holy; make or declare sacred for holy use 

2.  To devote entirely; dedicate. 
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Wednesday Night Dinners, Dinner served 5:30-6:15 pm 

November 6 Pasta  

November 13 Sloppy Joes & Salad 

November 20 Meatloaf Dinner 

November 27 No Meal – Thanksgiving 

Everyone is welcome to enjoy delicious food and inclusive fellowship! Please email or call the church office or complete 
a reservation slip to let us know you will be coming, and include your payment with your reservation slip, if possible. All 

are welcome regardless of ability to pay.   

Suggested payment:  $5 – Adults; $3 – Children; Free - Children age 3 & under; $20 - Family Max 

You can now pay online by texting MINNETONKAUMC Wednesday ${amount} to 73256. 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Sunday, November 3, 10:00 am 

Come find out what the Prayer Shawl Ministry is all about. If you like to knit or crochet for others this is the group for 

you! The next gathering is on November 3, 10:00-10:45 am in the coffee area.  If you would like additional information, 
stop by the Prayer Shawl Table during the Opportunities Fair on November 3. Questions call Barbara Lunde @ 612-616-

6569. 

Celtic Contemplative Worship 

Sunday, November 10, 6:51 pm 

My Life is not my life is the title of the service. Pilgrim 

Lutheran Church, 1935 Saint Clair Avenue, St. Paul. 

Thanksgiving Day Ecumenical Service 
Thursday, November 28, 10:00 am 

Multi Faith Thanksgiving service will be held on 

Thanksgiving Day, November 28 at 10:00 am at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral in Minneapolis. All are 

welcome. 
 

Interfaith Community 
Thanksgiving Celebration 

Saturday, November 23, 7:30 pm  

Interfaith Circle is planning an evening of diverse artistic 

expressions by various faith communities with the 

message of “Building Bridges in a Broken World.” Gather 
together to celebrate diversity, create community, and 

share in gratitude through music, song, reading, and 
dance on November 23, 7:30 pm. This year’s host 

location is Pax Christi Catholic Community. All are 

welcome! 

Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner 
Tuesday, November 19, 6:30 pm 

For a dozen years now, dozens of people from MUMC have 
shared an amazing potluck dinner with adult students from all 
over the world who are enrolled in English as a Second 
Language classes at the Eisenhower Adult Education Center 
in Hopkins.  If you would like to be involved, come to the 
Eisenhower Elementary School, next to the adult education 
building (no pork or peanuts, please). If you can't attend but 
would like to help out, please bring a dish to church and we'll 
serve it or make a donation toward drinks and supplies. Kids 
are welcome! We serve at 7:00 pm and we're done by about 
8:15. Sign up at church or contact Anne Bretts: 612-227-0071, 
editoranne@yahoo.com.  
 

Young at Heart 
The Great Fall Bake-Off… and Pizza 
Thursday, November 14, 11:00 am 

For our November outing, we will be preparing food and 

baked goods for the ESL Thanksgiving Dinner that our church 

helps sponsor every year. We will be making cornbread, 
cookies, bars… the possibilities are endless! While we are 

baking, there will also be a time for gathering over pizza. Feel 
free to bring cards or board games if you don’t want to be 

baking! If you have further questions, please contact Matt 

Reaves: matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org 

Hallelujah Chorus Rehearsal – Thursday, November 21, 6:30-8:00 pm 

In Celebration of Advent, our church is presenting a Lessons and Carols on December 22 during both services. At the 

9:00 am service, the choir and special guest musicians will provide a plethora of Christmas music, and will end the 
service with the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah. If you are interested in singing this with the choir, we will be 

holding a special rehearsal on Thursday, November 21. Please contact Matt Reaves if you are interested so you can get 

a copy of the music: matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org 

mailto:editoranne@yahoo.com
mailto:matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org
mailto:matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org
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Family Ministry News 
family@minnetonkaumc.org 

 

 
November Sunday School 

Sundays at 9:00 and 10:45 am 

Join us as we’ll be walking through 
the fabulous life of King David and 

learning about some reasons we can 
yell “Hooray” to God. 

 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday Nights, 6:30-7:30 pm 
No Quest November 27. 

Join us for learning, relationship 

building, and fun activities! 
Kindergarten-6th grade  

 

 
Children’s Choir 

Do you know someone who is great 
with kids and loves music? Perhaps 

they’d be interested in directing our 
Children’s Choir this year! Contact 

Pastor Tiffany if you have ideas of 
someone perfect for this role. 

Youth News 
 

Youth Mission Trip 2020 
Midwest Mission Distribution Center – Pawnee, Illinois 

July 12-18, 2020 

Students currently in 7th-12th grades are encouraged to sign up now to reserve your spot for this awesome mission trip 
where we will be serving with the United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

For more information on the Midwest Mission Distribution Center and what we’ll be doing on next summer’s mission 
trip, go to: midwestmission.org 

NEW Youth Sunday School Class 
We now offer a youth (7-12 grade) Sunday School class during the Jazz service.  Each week there will be music and a 

faith question.  Everyone will begin in worship, and then youth and their leaders will leave following the Children’s 

Message.  We are so grateful to the youth and adults who helped develop this idea.  We will meet all four weeks in 
November, but only December 8 and 15 next month. 

Meet our new Family Ministry Director 
Cindy Van Liere 

We are pleased to welcome Cindy Van Liere as Director of Children, 
Youth, and Families.  Cindy and her husband Daniel have four 
children:  Johnny, 24; Mallory, 18; Maria, 16, and Elena (LeLe), 

12.  They make their home in Maple Grove.  Cindy formerly served 
as the Ministry Assistant Crossroads Alliance Church. When their 

church merged with another, she and her family began looking for a 
more inclusive church. She is not new to United Methodism.  Several 
years ago, when she was living in Massachusetts, she was a member 

of St. Stephen’s UMC. 
Cindy has a strong faith, passion for sharing that faith with others, and a deep care for children and 

youth.  Watch your bulletin and weekly emails for opportunities to get to know Cindy better. 
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A Gift for Family: Conversations on End-of-Life Planning 
Saturdays November 9 and 23, 10:00 am 

In November, we will be offering our 3rd and 4th sessions of “A Gift for Family.” On November 9, we will be discussing 
healthy and effective Communication Tools as presented by the “Who Gets Grandma’s Yellow Pie Plate” service through 

the University of Minnesota Extension Program. On November 23, Carol Walvatne will be discussing with us many of the 

nuances and details of what you need to know about medical, palliative, and hospice care, plus so much more. Sign-up 
sheets are in Fellowship Hall. Please contact Matt Reaves if you have questions about either of these conversations: 

matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org 
 

A Note from the Commission on Religion and Race 
 

Everything You Learned About Thanksgiving Is Wrong: This was the title of a New York Times article in 

November of 2017 which quoted sociologist and author James Loewen. A few of us from MUMC went to hear James 
Loewen, author of Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wrong when he was at the 

MN History Center on October 5. Projected behind him on stage was the statement: Telling the truth about the past 
helps cause justice in the present. Achieving justice in the present helps us tell the truth about the past. 

His talk was engaging and enlightening.  
 

With many celebrating Indigenous People’s Day instead of Columbus Day this October and with Thanksgiving just 
around the corner, I was curious about what James Loewen had uncovered around the role of Indigenous peoples in the 

Thanksgiving story. Here are a few points mentioned in the New York Times article: 
 

• The Mayflower did bring Pilgrims to North America from Plymouth, England, in 1620, and they disembarked at 

what is now Plymouth, Mass. where they set up a colony. In 1621, they celebrated a successful harvest with a 
three-day gathering that was attended by members of the Wampanoag tribe.  

• We have been taught Pilgrims came here for religious freedom, but in actuality, they came to establish a 

religious theocracy - which is kind of against religious freedom. Also, they never called themselves Pilgrims. 
They were separatists. The term Pilgrims didn’t surface until around 1880. 

• From American history class, you might recall a native man named Squanto, who played a large role in helping 

the Pilgrims. His people, a band of the Wampanoag tribe, had lived on the site where the Pilgrims settled. He 

became a translator for them in diplomacy and trade with other native people and showed them the most 
effective method for planting corn and the best locations to fish. That’s usually where the lesson about Squanto 

begins and ends, but that’s just a fraction of his story. He was captured by the English in 1614 and later sold 
into slavery in Spain. He returned to New England in 1619, only to find his entire Patuxet tribe dead from 

smallpox. He met the Pilgrims in March 1621. 

• Contrary to popular depictions, there were about 90 native people in attendance, almost double the number of 

Pilgrims by some accounts. 
 

If you celebrate Thanksgiving this year, consider initiating discussions about the holiday’s origins by focusing not just on 

the Pilgrims’ point of view but also the Wampanoag point of view. I, Jen Mein, am starting to understand then I have as 

much unlearning to do as I do learning.  
 

mailto:matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org


 

 

Page 5 of 9 The Extension 
 

    

Minnetonka United Methodist Women  
Lydia Circle  

Lydia Circle will continue its new study, Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical 
Discipleship. Because of Thanksgiving on November 28, we will be determining a date other than the 4th 
Wednesday.  Watch the bulletin for more information. 
 

UMW Holiday Bake Sale  
SAVE THE DATE...December 15 UMW Holiday Bake Sale.  We will need bakers and buyers for this event, and all 
proceeds from the sale go to Mission.  Look for more information in the December Extension. 

 
 

   
 

 

Mission Opportunities 

Simpson Shelter - Monday, November 11, 6:00-8:30 pm: Please join us on Veteran’s Day to serve our 

signature MUMC meatloaf dinner at Simpson Shelter. Donations of cookies and bars are always appreciated. Please 
bring desserts to the church kitchen by noon that day. Sign-up sheets are in Fellowship Hall. Contact Kathy Arendt 

at 612.810.0699 or by email at kjarendt@aol.com. Carpooling is available.  
 

Simpson Shelter Needs: Simpson Shelter always appreciates donations of new or gently used flat & fitted twin 
size sheets, pillowcases, pillows, new or gently used bath towels; travel size shampoo; gloves, blankets, new men’s 

and women’s underwear, socks and t-shirts; disposable razors; stick deodorant; travel size toothpaste. For a 

complete list of desired items, visit https://www.simpsonhousing.org/ways-to-help/give-supplies. Please place your 
donations in the bin in Fellowship Hall. MANY THANKS to our MUMC Quilters - they donated 8 new quilts to 

Simpson Shelter in October. The quilts will be used to warmly welcome new guests to the shelter.  
 

SAVE THE DATE - Simpson Memorial Dinner - Thursday, December 19, 5:00-9:00 pm: In our MUMC 
tradition, we will be hosting the Community Meal which honors and remembers those who have passed away while 

homeless during the past year. MUMC serves a spectacular turkey dinner with all of the trimmings to 300 shelter 
guests and memorial service guests. Sign-up sheets will be posted to donate a cooked turkey or dessert for the meal 

and/or to serve the meal. Go to https://www.simpsonhousing.org/events/memorial-march/ for more information 
about the event.   
 

Dignity Center Coat Drive - MUMC supports The Dignity Center at Hennepin Avenue UMC with financial support 

and monthly sandwich donations. Now that cold weather has arrived, let's heat up that support by donating coats 
for adults. Large and extra-large sizes are greatly appreciated! Please bring your donations to the collection bin in 
Fellowship Hall.  
 

ResourceWest Winter Warm Wear - cold weather is here! MUMC is collecting donations of new or gently used 

jackets, snow pants, waterproof gloves, mittens, hats and boots for ages 0-18. Please bring your donations to the 
collection bin in Fellowship Hall. ResourceWest also needs VOLUNTEERS to help sort donations at their offices in 

downtown Hopkins. It’s an ideal fellowship and service opportunity for individuals and groups. Sign up at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4ba8a72aabf58-2017 or call ResourceWest at 952.933.3860 to make a 
group appointment.   
 

Reading Glasses for Homeless: many thanks to all who have donated reading glasses to the Hennepin County 

Health Care for the Homeless program. MUMC will continue to collect new or used readers, prescription or drug 
store variety. Please place your donations in the bin in Fellowship Hall.  
 

ResourceWest Toy Chest: We will be collecting donations of new toys and games during November and 

December for kids and teens, ages 0-18. ResourceWest's Toy Chest provides new gifts to over 1,200 children in our 
community. Families receive one large item, one smaller item, and a bonus bag for each child. Gift ideas are posted 

in Fellowship Hall. Your gifts will brighten smiles on Christmas morning! 
 

ICA Day at Maynards: On Monday, December 2 100% of the proceeds at Maynards benefits ICA Food Shelf.  This 
event has reserved seating.  Reservations open November 1.  Call 952-470-1800 to make your reservations. 

mailto:kjarendt@aol.com
https://minnetonkaumc.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f7ecc12a2a89da923e320816&id=38d2ea2aa0&e=2af1a3f559
https://www.simpsonhousing.org/events/memorial-march/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d4ba8a72aabf58-2017
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Words of Appreciation 

Dear friends at Minnetonka United Methodist, my sincere thanks for all the loving prayers and wishes.  God’s healing 

for the two breaks in my pelvis bone have taken longer than for a muscle or tendon injury.  Your positive, loving 
spiritual assistance is so helpful as I continue to heal.  My most Loving appreciation, Rosalie Lurth 
 

After losing 2 members of my immediate family in one month, I am so thankful for my church family that has 
blessed me with care and concern in cards and conversations. Thank you for your comfort.  Karen Malmstrom 
 
A special thank you to all who have sent prayers, cards, notes and phone calls to both of us as we are working 

through health difficulties.  The support and kindness of the Church Family is greatly appreciated.  
Earl and Eileen Jensen 
 
A big thanks to all who contributed to the UMW project, Bundles of Love!  Over a hundred of much needed items 
were delivered to the charity.  Proving one again Minnetonka UMC has a big heart! 

 
 

 

What’s Happening in the UMC – UMC Inclusiveness Information Session 
Sunday, November 17, 10:00 am 

The MUMC Task Force on What’s Happening in the UMC is hosting an information session on Sunday, November 
17 in Fellowship Hall between worship services.  The purpose is to share information, answer questions, and discuss 

what’s been happening within the church related to LGBTQIA+ inclusiveness.  The February 2019 Special General 
Conference passed legislation reinforcing and strengthening existing regulations in the Book of Discipline against the 

ordination of self-avowed homosexuals and same-sex marriage.  Since then, multiple movements desiring 

inclusiveness have been working actively to bring new legislation to General Conference in May 2020.  

MUMC Task Force on What’s Happening in the UMC 

Sharla Duerre, slduerre@comcast.net, 612-202-5041 Judy Fallat, fallat2@comcast.net, 952-938-3903 

Bobbie Nebel, bobbienebel@gmail.com, 612-618-0357 Judy Sunderland, jsunder@msn.com, 612-849-3027 

Warren Nelson, wviggo@gmail.com, 612-859-4022 

 

Meet Brian Williams 

Brian Williams is our new Custodial Assistant; his primary function to help with 

setting up and tearing down from events in the church.  Brian returned to 
Minnesota from Texas, where his parents live.   He began attending MUMC last 

year.  Because of his passion for feeding the hungry, Brian helps coordinate the 
Dignity Center sandwich making each month.  He currently works at Cub, and his 

interests include travel, gardening, and home improvement.  

 

mailto:slduerre@comcast.net
mailto:fallat2@comcast.net
mailto:bobbienebel@gmail.com
mailto:jsunder@msn.com
mailto:wviggo@gmail.com
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Dave’s Deliberations   
 

Friends, 
 
There are really just two powerful forces that motivate the life of Faith.   Gratitude and Imagination (hope?) 
As faithful people we look back on our lives and we see the ways in which God has blessed us in the past.  
We consider the people that God has brought into our lives; the parents, the grandparents, the friends, the 
children, and grandchildren and we are amazed at the gifts that have been poured out into our lives.  We 
reflect on the opportunities that have opened before us and the blessings that have flowed into our lives.  
We remember the “bullets we dodged” as well as the ones which we didn’t, but that God nevertheless used 
to bless us and make us stronger.   In looking back and acknowledging the ways in which God has been 
faithful we find ourselves motivated to respond to the goodness that we have known by being a force for 
good in the lives of others and in the life of the world around us so others might experience what we have 
experienced.  Really, the only good gifts that we are capable of offering to God are the ones that flow from 
our gratitude TO God for all that God has done for us. 
 
But the other force that motivates people of faith is Imagination, anticipation, and hope.  The power of 
“leaning in.”  The power that comes from wondering what God is going to do next and how we might be a 
part of it.  The power that comes from standing on tiptoe in anticipation of what God wants to do with us 
and through us.  The power that comes from giving ourselves fully to God’s service and imagining what God 
might do with us and through us. 
 
This is the reason that we chose, “Stewards of Imagination” as our Stewardship theme this year.  
Minnetonka United Methodist is entering into a “season of imagining” this year.  The SLB and the Bishop 
and his cabinet are in the beginning part of the process of discerning who God is calling to exercise new 
leadership here at MUMC.  And if all goes according to plan that person, whoever she or he may be, will be 
in your midst mid-year.  When they arrive, MUMC needs to be ready to follow where that new pastor (and 
God) want to lead.  We need to have the necessary resources of money, energy, commitment, imagination, 
and hope on hand for them to draw on as they get the chapter under way. 
 
I want to encourage you, as you live into this Stewardship season and into this year of transition and as you 
make your decisions about next year’s giving, that you allow yourself to imagine what God can accomplish 
through MUMC if we trust God with our whole selves.  I won’t be here to see how this whole thing plays 
out, but I have high hopes for what you can accomplish in the months and years ahead.  You’ll be in my 
prayers! 
 
Pastor Dave 

 

MUMC cares and asks you to pray for… 

▪ Jim Anderson and Peter Fischer as they cope with cancer 
▪ Congratulations to Fred Reuning and Jan Callison on the birth of their granddaughter Zinnea Jill.  Zinnea is 

welcomed home by parents James and Claire Boland and big sister Leona. 
▪ Prayers in memory of the 12th, 13th, and 14th confirmed victims of domestic violence homicide: Saudi Abubakar 

Maani, 24, Owatonna; Rebecca Lee Carlsrud, 61, Gary; and Mainhia Yang, 34, New Brighton. Please pray for 

their families and friends. 

▪ Anne Kamiri on the loss of her mother 
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minnetonkaumc@minnetonkaumc.org 

 

 
Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

The Extension      
 Suggested Scripture Readings for November 

21st Sunday Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2: 1-4  23rd Sunday Isaiah 65:17-25  
after Pentecost Psalm 119:137-144  after Pentecost Psalm 118  
 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12   2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  
November 3 Luke 19:1-10  November 17 Luke 21:5-19  
      
22nd Sunday Haggai 1:15b-2:9  Christ the King  Jeremiah 23:1-6  
after Pentecost Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21  Sunday Luke 1:68-69  
 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17   Colossians 1:11-20  
November 10 Luke 20:27-38  November 24 Luke 23:33-43  
      
      
      
      
      

 
 

 

 

 

MUMC Staff  
Interim Lead Pastor  Rev. David Comstock  david.comstock@minnetonkaumc.org 

Pastor   Rev. Tiffany McDonald  tiffany.mcdonald@minnetonkaumc.org 

Administrator   Michelle Schober michelle.schober@minnetonkaumc.org 

Children, Youth & Families Cindy Van Liere  cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org 
Music Director/Director Matthew Reaves matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org 

Caring & Compassion 

Hospitality Coordinator Kathy Lynch  kathy.lynch@minnetonkaumc.org 

Jazz Music Coordinator Dave Graf dave.graf@minnetonkaumc.org 

Sound Board/Technology Jason Anderson 

Nursery Attendants  Jamie Anderson, Carol Branby 

Pastor Emeritus  Rev. Harly Hagmann 

 

http://www.minnetonkaumc.org/index.htm

