
O Come, All Ye Faithful - #234 UMH 

1. O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
  O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
  Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 

2. True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, 
  lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 
  Son of the Father, begotten not created; 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 

3.  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
  O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
  Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 

4.  See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
  leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
  we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 

5. Child, for us sinners poor and in the manger, 
  We would embrace thee with love and awe. 
  Who would not love thee, loving us so dearly? 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 

6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 
  Jesus, to thee be all glory given. 
  Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 

Offering Wake Up, Little Bethlehem Town 

Blessing/Sending Forth 

Postlude Hallelujah, from Messiah 
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Order of Worship 
 

Welcome Pastor Dave Comstock 

Opening Prayer Pastor Tiffany McDonald 

Prelude Joyful, Joyful to the World 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Dennis Olsen & Keightyn Baity 

Opening Hymn God Almighty, We Are Waiting 
 #3047 WAS 

1. God Almighty, we are waiting for a Savior to appear. 
  Meet us in our desert journey; give a sign that you are near: 
  burning bushes, parted waters, food aplenty in the wild. 
  As we look for signs and wonders, help us see you in a child. 

2. God Incarnate, we are waiting for the feast day of your birth. 
  Looking back and looking forward to the Christ’s return to earth. 
  Help us to proclaim the gospel, ’til the world is reconciled. 
  Let us set your holy table for each woman, man, and child. 

3. God the Spirit, we are waiting for your presence here and now. 
  Humbled by our sinful weakness, at your mercy we will bow. 
  Search our hearts and make us ready, speak in language strong and mild, 
  help each one of us, your people, to receive you like a child. 

 

Lesson 1  

Isaiah 40:1-8 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is 
paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A 
voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted 
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What 
shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the 
field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of 
the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, 
the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 

 

they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

Welcome to Our World - #3067 WAS 

1. Tears are falling, hearts are breaking; how we need to hear from God. 
  You’ve been promised, we’ve been waiting,  
  welcome holy Child, welcome holy Child. 

2. Hope that you don’t mind our manger, how I wish we would have known. 
  But long awaited holy stranger,  
  make yourself at home, please make yourself at home. 

3.  Bring your peace into our violence, bid our hungry souls be filled. 
  Word now breaking heaven’s silence, 
  welcome to our world, welcome to our world. 

4. Fragile finger sent to heal us, tender brow prepared for thorn, 
  tiny heart whose blood will save us, 
  unto us is born, unto us is born. 

5. So wrap our injured flesh around you, breathe our air and walk our sod. 
  Rob our sin and make us holy, 
  perfect Son of God, perfect Son of God. 

Lesson 9 

John 1:1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was 
in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did 
not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of 
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 



to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region 
there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. 

The First Noel - #245 UMH (vs 1-2) 

1. The first Noel the angel did say  
  was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
  in fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
  on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

2. They looked up and saw a star, shining in the east, beyond them far; 
  and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 
  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

Lesson 8 

Matthew 2:1-11 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 
and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the 
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had  
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king,  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel - #211 UMH (vs 1,2,4,5) 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
  that mourns in lowly exile here until the Son of God appear. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 

2. O come, thou wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 
  to us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 

4. O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, and ensign of thy people be; 
  before thee rulers silent fall; all people on thy mercy call. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 

5.  O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home. 
  The captive from their prison free, and conquer death’s deep misery. 
  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 

Lesson 2 

Jeremiah 23:5-6 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days 
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by 
which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed - #203 UMH  

1. Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son! 
  Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 
  He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; 
  to take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

2. He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong; 
  to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 
  to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
  whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight. 

3. He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; 
  love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth. 
  Before him, on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go, 
  and righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow. 

4. To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; 
  his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 
  The tide of time shall never his covenant remove; 
  his name shall stand forever; that name to us is love. 



Lesson 3  

Zechariah 9:9-10 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, 
your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and 
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the 
chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; and the battle 
bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his 
dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the 
earth. 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus - #196 UMH 

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
  from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
  Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
  dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 
  born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
  By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
  by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Lesson 4  

Haggai 2:6-9 
 For thus says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little while, I will shake 
the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake 
all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and I will fill 
this house with splendor, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and 
the gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts. The latter splendor of this house 
shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts; and in this place 
I will give prosperity, says the LORD of hosts. 

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates - #213 UMH 

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits; 
  the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here! 

2. Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple set apart 
  from earthly use for heaven’s employ, 
  adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

3. Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to thee we open wide; 
  Let us thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in us reveal. 

4. Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won; 
  eternal praise, eternal fame be offered, Savior, to thy name! 
 

Lesson 5 

Isaiah 36:1-6 
In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, King Sennacherib of Assyria came 
up against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. The king of 
Assyria sent the Rabshakeh from Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem, 
with a great army. He stood by the conduit of the upper pool on the 
highway to the Fuller’s Field. And there came out to him Eliakim son of 
Hilkiah, who was in charge of the palace, and Shebna the secretary, and 
Joah son of Asaph, the recorder.  The Rabshakeh said to them, “Say to 
Hezekiah: Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria: On what do you 
base this confidence of yours? Do you think that mere words are strategy 
and power for war? On whom do you now rely, that you have rebelled 
against me? See, you are relying on Egypt, that broken reed of a staff, 
which will pierce the hand of anyone who leans on it. Such is Pharaoh king 
of Egypt to all who rely on him. 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Matt Reaves, solo 

Lesson 6 

Luke 1:26-35, 38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore, the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

Birth, from “The Redeemer” Chancel Choir 

Lesson 7  

Luke 2:1-16 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary,  


