
   

 

 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Celtic Worship  
March 1, 5:00 pm 

Join us for this meaningful contemplative worship opportunity. Enjoy readings, 
music, and a time of prayer. Our theme is Beginning Our Lenten Journey. 

The Extension 
 

  
 

 

 March 2020 

Minnetonka United Methodist Church 
The vision of Minnetonka United Methodist Church is to be caring, inclusive, and Spirit-filled in all that we do. 

Our commitment is to follow Christ’s example and, as a Reconciling Congregation, to welcome persons of all sexual 

identities and orientation into this faith community. 

 

 
Lenten Study 

Climate Stewardship - What’s a Christian To Do? 

This Lenten Study will begin from the assumption that we are living in 
a warming climate and that human activity is the primary cause of that 
change in the world’s climate. We will proceed to explore how that 
reality affects our relationship with and duty toward God, our neighbors, 
and our children and grandchildren. We will explore different possible 
Spiritual responses to the crisis and talk about what role Christians 
should play in addressing it. 
There are several times to choose from. Sign-ups are on the slat wall; 
choose the time that works best for you. 

• Mondays 12:00-1:15 pm 

• Wednesdays 6:30-7:45 pm 

• Thursdays 9:45-11:00 am 

• Thursdays 6:30-7:45 pm.   

Town Hall Forum – Westminster Presbyterian Church 
March 17, 12:00-1:00 pm 

Bill McKibben, educator, author and scholar of environmental studies at Middlebury College, will 
present. He is the founder of 350.org a global grassroots campaign committed to creating a 
world safe from the effects of climate change.  Westminster Presbyterian Church is located at 
1200 Marquette Ave, Minneapolis. 

Lenten Text Devotion 

During the season of Lent, receive a text devotion every morning.  Text EZDEVOTION to 474747 to sign 
up.  Many church members, staff, and the Pastors wrote the devotions.  Spend time with God each day in 
Lent.   



 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Sunday, March 1, 10:00-10:45 am 

Grab a cup of coffee and join this group!  Are you interested in finding out more about 
Prayer Shawl Ministry?  Stop by the coffee area on March 1 at 10:00 am and find out 
what this group is all about.  

Netherlands and Belgium River Cruise 
March 19-27, 2021 

Travel through the Netherlands and Belgium on a river cruise next spring during their annual tulip time. This trip 
will be led/hosted by Rev. Mike and Nancy Miller. Dates for the "Tulip Time Cruise" are March 19-27, 2021. The 
seven-day cruise will be experienced on an AmaWaterways, river boat. All meals are included as well as ground 
transportation between airport and cruise ship, all daily tour options led by local guides and evening entertainment 
on the ship. The trip is offered through Educational Opportunities (EO).The company is offering an early 
registration incentive: round trip airfare from MSP to Amsterdam for $300 if registrations are received before 
March 31 2020. For further information or to receive a brochure, please send an email to Rev. Mike Miller: 
prairieflowers@q.com, or call 612-799-4917. AmaWaterways is a highly regarded river cruise company in the 
travel industry, with culinary awards as well as excellent hospitality and service. We would love to travel with you 
on this journey of a lifetime and look forward to hearing from you. 

2020 Summer Internship 

We are once again seeking a summer intern to provide assistance, leadership, and support in all summer 
ministries of our socially progressive congregation as they seek to follow Christ’s example of being caring, 
inclusive, and Spirit-filled in all that they do.  This is a part time paid position, approximately 30 hours per week, 
June-August.  For a full job description, please contact Pastor Tiffany or Cindy Van Liere. 
 

Climate Justice – A Night at the Museum 
Thursday, March 5, 6:00 pm – Science Museum St. Paul 

Fundraiser for Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light. Please join MNIPL for a night of speakers, music and 
dance to help in their mission to build a powerful interfaith climate movement. Guests will have the opportunity 
to view Science Museum exhibits and we’ll gather for a hearty meal and inspiring program. Tickets and info at: 
www.mnipl.org/cjn 

What’s Happening in the UMC? 
2020 General Conference Legislation & Other Initiatives 

At an Information Session between services on February 16, Dave Nuckols, MUMC member and leader of the  
Minnesota delegation to General Conference, shared information about legislation on the subject of LGBTQIA+ 
inclusion that will be voted on at General Conference in May; and what might come next should GC action not 
reach a resolution. He also discussed initiatives that are underway to update church polity (social principles, Book 
of Discipline, US Regional Conference) within the next few years. The session was attended by about 40 people. 
The video recording was not successful so there will not be any viewing sessions scheduled. Instead an article 
recapping Dave’s presentation will be made available in a few weeks.    

MUMC Task Force on What’s Happening in the UMC 
Sharla Duerre, slduerre@comcast.net, 612-202-5041      Judy Fallat, fallat2@comcast.net, 952-938-3903 

Bobbie Nebel, bobbienebel@gmail.com, 612-618-0357 Judy Sunderland, jsunder@msn.com, 612-849-3027 
Warren Nelson, wviggo@gmail.com, 612-859-4022 

mailto:prairieflowers@q.com
http://www.mnipl.org/cjn
mailto:slduerre@comcast.net
mailto:fallat2@comcast.net
mailto:bobbienebel@gmail.com
mailto:jsunder@msn.com
mailto:wviggo@gmail.com


 



 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers  
Wednesdays during Lent, 5:30-6:15 pm 

During Lent, we will have soup suppers on Wednesday night. There is no cost for the meal, but please bring a 
soup, bread, or dessert to share.  Each week a ministry will be highlighted, with a freewill offering taken to 
support that ministry.   

March 4 Panama Mission Trip will share about their service 
March 11 Youth Mission trip as they prepare to go to the Midwest Distribution Center of UMCOR 
March 18 Internal Missions at MUMC – Learn how you can serve within our walls 
March 25 CornerHouse, an accredited Children’s Advocacy Center 

April 1 Servant Leadership Board Town Hall Meeting 
 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Steve Pieh, who received the 2019 Spirit of Minnetonka award.  This award is given to one 
city employee who embodies the city of Minnetonka’s shared values.  As one of his coworkers stated, “When 
you think of the city of Minnetonka, you think of Steve Pieh!”  Steve is the Senior Services and Activities 
Manager.  With welcoming programming for those with dementia and caregivers including a Memory Café, he 
has been instrumental in making Minnetonka a dementia-friendly city.  Steve has a heart of service, at work, at 
church, and in the community. 
 
Tyler Sweers received a Caring Youth Award for his volunteer work at Minnetonka United Methodist Church. 
The Caring Youth Awards are hosted annually by the cities of Minnetonka, Hopkins and Golden Valley, in 
conjunction with the Hopkins and Minnetonka school districts and the Glen Lake Optimist Club, to honor young 
people who show an ongoing awareness of others through volunteering or other activities.  Tyler has been an 
active volunteer in Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and a youth leader.  Because of his leadership as a 
volunteer, Tyler was hired as a junior intern last summer. He is a junior at Hopkins High School. We are proud 
of the ways you live out your faith, Tyler! 
 
Congratulations to Kevin and Jordan Radermacher!  Kevin received the Ken Johnson Memorial award, which is 
the highest honor a Minnetonka fireman can receive.  Jordan received a teamwork award for his mentoring. 
Thank you for serving the Minnetonka community! 
 
We want to celebrate with you when you receive awards or recognitions.  Please let us know! 

Hennepin County Attorney Listening Session 
Sunday, March 29, 1:45-5:00 pm 

Community organizers invite you to connect with others across Hennepin County about the criminal justice 
system, whether and how it reflects shared values, and your community’s strengths and needs regarding public 
safety. Hennepin County Attorney Mike Freeman will be present to listen to what you would like to share. We 
hope that this will be the first in a series of circles and listening sessions throughout Hennepin County. 
Registration is required and we regret that circle participation is limited to the first 104 registrants. Register 
here: https://forms.gle/iz5n4BSaBdLMCppm8, and find out more about the event here: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2577741402468787/.  The event will be held at MUMC and childcare and 
snacks will be provided 

https://forms.gle/iz5n4BSaBdLMCppm8
https://www.facebook.com/events/2577741402468787/


 

Minnetonka United Methodist Women 
Lydia Circle – Wednesday, March 25, 9:30 am: Where do you literally ‘stand’ on the bar graph of income 

inequality?  Everyone should go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFLPNoMC_Os&feature=youtu.be and watch 
a short video about our nation’s economic disparity.  Individuals who would like to explore what Sabbath Economics 
entails should attend Lydia Circle.  Contact Karen Malmstrom for more information. 

Lunch Bunch - Wednesday, March 25, 11:30 am: Join us at Café Thyme, 7850 Market Blvd, Chanhassen.  For 

reservations and carpooling from church, please call Opal Swanson by March 24.  For good food, fellowship, and fun 
- all are welcome. 

Minnetonka UMW is happy to report the following Mission Giving because of the wonderful response of our 

congregation’s support in 2019: $2042 to UMW District for national and international missions; $300 to Sojourner 
Women’s Shelter; $300 to My Health for Teens; $100 to Indian Women’s Resource Center; $500 to Minneapolis 
Foundation for funding the needs of the victims of the Drake Fire. 
 
 Mission Opportunities 

Make Sandwiches for Dignity Center – Sunday, March 15, 10:00 am: All supplies are provided, you bring 
the willing hands. Come spend a few minutes in service for those in need. No need to sign up in advance – just go 
to the kitchen at 10:00 am.     

Meatloaf Making for Simpson Shelter - Saturday, April 4, 9:00 am-12:00 pm: Please help make the 
delicious meatloaf that is always a hit at the Simpson Shelter. Saturday, April 4, from 9:00-12:00. We will make 108 
lbs of meatloaf that day! Sign up in the Fellowship Hall. Organizer: Kathy Arendt at kjarendt@aol.com or 
612.810.0699.  

Reading Glasses for Homeless: MUMC continues to collect reading glasses (aka “cheaters”) for the Hennepin 

County ‘Health Care for the Homeless’ program. Your contributions enable the simple task of reading a prescription 
correctly or filling out a form. Please pick up a few pairs at the drugstore and place them in the bin in Fellowship 
Hall. 

Empty Bowls Event - Tuesday, March 10, 11:00 am-7:00 pm: Hopkins Center for the Arts located at 1111 

Mainstreet. The Empty Bowls event benefits ICA Food Shelf & ResourceWest.  Visit: hopkinsemptybowl.org for 
more info!  

ICA Food Share Campaign: March is Food Share month at ICA.  Join ICA and other organizations to raise funds 

and collect food for neighbors in need in our community.  

Keeping up with The Graners: Gordon and Ardell Graner are missionaries under the General Board of Global 
Ministries of the United Methodist Church. Minnetonka UMC has been supporting their ministry since 1995. They are 
currently serving with the Dominican Evangelical Church, a partner church of the UMC. In their recent 
newsletter, Gordon announced his retirement as of Sept 1, 2020. Visit the Graner’s website to learn more about their 
plans and the other ways that support from MUMC has blessed their ministry.  
https://granerfamily.org 

 

MUMC cares and asks you to pray for… 

• Eileen Jensen and family on the passing of Earl 

• Tim Krueger on the passing of his grandmother 

• The Domestic Abuse/Violence Team asks for prayers of remembrance for Joseph McRunnel, 39, Minneapolis. 

Please keep families and friends in prayer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFLPNoMC_Os&feature=youtu.be
mailto:kjarendt@aol.com
https://granerfamily.org/


 

From the MUMC Commission on Religion and Race (CORR) 

JUSTICE CHOIR SONGBOOK 
On February 11, members of MUMC attended the third gathering of the Minnetonka Interfaith Anti-Racism 
Network. This time, St. Luke Presbyterian Church hosted. Conductor, composer and co-founder of the national 
Justice Choir movement, Tesfa Wondemagegnehu, who is also a good friend of St. Luke’s Senior Pastor, Brennan 
Blue, was there to lead the group. Justice Choir is a template to encourage more group singing for social justice.  

Designed around a Justice Choir Songbook, their goal is a grassroots movement to engage in the empathetic, 
collaborative, and collective power of singing together to create change. You can download the songbook at 
https://www.justicechoir.org/songbook/. Each of the songwriters has pre-authorized their song(s) free for all non-
commercial use. This means you may duplicate and share these songs for use in marches, rallies, educational 
programs, religious services, and any other non-commercial event. They made it easy for more and more people to 
sing for justice, equity, love and peace.  

UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE BROADER COMMUNITY 

Jim Crow of the North: Documentary Screening & Discussion 
Wednesday, March 11, 7:00-10:00 pm 
Justice Page Middle School, 1 West 49th St., Minneapolis 
Hosted by Hale Welcoming Equity Committee 

Why does Minneapolis suffer some of the worst racial disparities in the nation? One answer is the spread of racist, 
restrictive real estate covenants in the early 20th century. Jim Crow of the North is based on the work of the 
University of MN’s research project, Mapping Prejudice. The panel will include Daniel Pierce Bergin, Jim Crow of the 
North Producer, and Kirsten Delegard, Mapping Prejudice Project Director. 

Angry Black Woman & Well-Intentioned White Girl 
Tuesday, March 24, 6:00-8:00 pm 
Minnesota Humanities Center, 987 Ivy Ave E, Saint Paul 
The stage play “Angry Black Woman & Well-Intentioned White Girl” written by author and playwright Amoke Kubat, 
explores the cultural impact surrounding “Minnesota Nice” and the misunderstanding it can cause in interracial 
interactions. 

Join the artists behind this play as they perform an EXCERPT of the stage play and share experiences from their 
recent tour. After, participate in a mediated conversation which will strengthen your intercultural understanding and 
communications.  Learn more at https://mnhum.org/angry  

 

With Gratitude 

The UMW would like to thank everyone who donated goods, made decorations and bought good at the first ever 
Nothing but Chocolate event on February 9. We sold everything and the total raised was $509. It’s an unbelievable 
success for such a snowy day. - Lynda Allen  

Thank you for your kind Valentine Care Package contributions.  Along with the treats each little box is a tangible 
reminder to our young adults that MUMC's support and love follows them everywhere!  Your generosity has made 
this a wonderful tradition. - Barb Post 

I really appreciate the care package that was sent to me for Valentine’s Day! I think about the church every day and 
I can’t wait to come back! -Kayla Wald 

Thank you to all who bought subs for Super Bowl Sunday.  We raised $715 to support Avenues for Homeless Youth.  
– MUMC Reconciling Team 

https://www.justicechoir.org/songbook/
https://mnhum.org/angry


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tiffany’s Epiphanies  

As we begin our Lenten journey, we begin our journey to the cross.  Lent is the period of 40 days plus six 
Sundays leading up to Easter.  It is a time of reflection, self-examination, and deepening our relationship with 
God.  Sometimes people give something up or take something on to aid in their spiritual focus during the 
season.  We of course invite you to do that, like participating in the all church Lenten study on climate 
change, or a smaller step of signing up to receive the Lenten text devotion.   
 
Psalm 51:17 says, “The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 

will not despise.”  Contrite comes from the Latin con “with” and terere “rub”…meaning rub together or grind 

down.  Our dictionary defines contrite as feeling or expressing remorse or penitence.  

Many of us feel broken in some way, and/or have a broken and contrite heart.  In whatever way(s) you feel 

broken this Lent, will you use this journey to let God heal you?  Will you express remorse or ask for 

forgiveness?  Will you accept love and grace and forgive yourself?   

All of March 2020 is in Lent this year.  However, you spend your time this month, be sure to set aside time 

for God.  Allow God to transform your broken heart or spirit to a heart full of love and joy! 

Pastor Tiffany 



 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

MINNETONKA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
17611 Lake St. Extension 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 

The Extension      
 Suggested Scripture Readings for March 

 
1st Sunday Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7  4th Sunday 1 Samuel 16:1-13  
in Lent Psalm 32  in Lent Psalm 23  
 Romans 5:12-19   Ephesians 5:8-14  
March 1 Matthew 4:1-11  March 22 John 9:1-41  
      
2nd Sunday Genesis 12:1-4a  5th Sunday Ezekiel 37:1-14  
in Lent Psalm 121  in Lent Psalm 130  
 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17   Romans 8:6-11  
March 8 John 3:1-17  March 29 John 11:1-45  
      
3rd Sunday Exodus 17:1-7     
in Lent Psalm 95     
 Romans 5:1-11     
March 15 John 4:5-42     

 
 

 

 

 

The Extension 
is 

the monthly newsletter of 
MINNETONKA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

17611 Lake St. Extension 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 

www.minnetonkaumc.org 
 

PHONE: 
952.474.4114 

 

FAX: 
952.474.4115 

 

E-MAIL: 
Minnetonkaumc@minnetonkaumc.org 

 

 
Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

MUMC Staff  
Interim Lead Pastor  Rev. David Comstock  david.comstock@minnetonkaumc.org 
Pastor   Rev. Tiffany McDonald  tiffany.mcdonald@minnetonkaumc.org 
Administrator   Michelle Schober michelle.schober@minnetonkaumc.org 

Music Director  Matthew Reaves matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org 
Hospitality Coordinator Kathy Lynch kathy.lynch@minnetonkaumc.org 
Children, Youth & Families Cindy Van Liere cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org 

Jazz Music Coordinator Dave Graf dave.graf@minnetonkaumc.org 
Custodian   Brian Williams 
Sound Board/Technology Jason Anderson 
Nursery Attendants  Jamie Anderson, Carol Branby 
Pastor Emeritus  Rev. Harly Hagmann 

 

http://www.minnetonkaumc.org/index.htm

