
 

 

The Extension  April 2020 

Minnetonka United Methodist Church 
The vision of Minnetonka United Methodist Church is to be caring, inclusive, and Spirit-filled in all that we do. 

Our commitment is to follow Christ’s example and, as a Reconciling Congregation, to welcome persons of all sexual identi-
ties and orientation into this faith community. 

Easter at MUMC 

We are planning a DRIVE-IN-PARKING LOT Worship on Easter Sunday. This will 
be a ZERO CONTACT event, but we are brainstorming fun and creative ways to 
make worship as interactive and participatory as possible. We will have the 
beautiful Easter flowers displayed. 
 

We have procured a 14-foot scissor lift as a chancel for visibility. We have 
procured a low power FM transmitter so that participants will listen on their car 
radios.  The Jazz band and Trumpets will be involved. AND!!! Kazoos! 
 

Even though we can’t be close together, we can still make this a meaningful worship experience. 
 

The building will be open only for emergency restroom accessibility. 
 

Watch for an email with a survey link to indicate if you will be participating so we can determine the need for 
multiple services.  If multiple services are necessary, you will receive a Sign-up Genius link during Holy Week so 
you can  let us know which service you will attend. 

Text Devotion 

We are continuing our Text Devotions for the season of Easter, which continues for 50 days after Easter Sunday 
until Pentecost.  Would you be willing to write one or a few?  The deadline for writing a devotion is April 
10.  Thanks for sharing your faith!  Send completed devotions to Pastor Tiffany. Sign up to write devotions - 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f48a5a82aabfa7-easter.  

If you haven’t already signed up to receive the text devotions every morning, you can text EZDEVOTION to 
474747 to sign up.  Many church members, staff, and the Pastors wrote the devotions.  Spend time with God 
each day throughout Lent and Easter.   

Maundy Thursday  
Thursday, April 9, 7:00 pm 

Maundy Thursday will obviously look different this year.  We won’t be able to 
share in our soup supper and we won’t be able to have worship together in the 
sanctuary.  However, we can still share a worship experience and share in Holy 
Communion through our live stream worship. 

 

Please have bread and anything that can be described as a “fruit of the 
vine” (grape juice, a grape, wine are all acceptable) ready for you and your 

family at the start of worship. The communion is also valid if you only have bread.  Jesus will be there no matter 
what you do and he understands the present constraints.  We will hold the elements and all partake at once.  
Please plan to join us at 7:00 pm on Maundy Thursday. 

Blood Drive 
Tuesday, April 28, 4:00-7:00 pm 

Thanks in advance for your support of this effort to insure adequate blood supplies to those in need in our 
community.  There is always a great urgency for donations.  Sign up online at https://www.mbcherohub.club/. If you 
have questions, please call Eric Lunde @ 612-695-5618.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f48a5a82aabfa7-easter
https://www.mbcherohub.club/
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 Domestic Abuse/Violence Ministry 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we proclaim that domestic abuse is 
morally and spiritually wrong and a violation of human rights to 
safety, freedom, and dignity. Our commitment is to support victims 
and to work for a society free from domestic abuse. 

Our team is organized to live out our mission statement. We welcome 
you to join us. We regularly meet on the second Thursday each 
month at 6:30 pm. We are currently active in serving an evening 
meal once a month at Sojourner Project (shelter for women & 
children who have fled domestic abuse).   

We had planned to display the Clothesline Project on the Sunday 
following Easter. Due to the outbreak of COVID-19, we will 
reschedule the display for later this year. Violence Free Minnesota 
manages the Clothesline Project. Each victim is remembered with a 
unique shirt designed by family members or artists and displayed on 
a clothesline.  

Questions can be directed to Joyce Nedbalek, 612-414-3801.   

Parenting Your Teenager Class 
Led by Carol Hornbeck 

April 18, 9:00-12:00 

Carol Hornbeck, a Licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist, is offering a class on the morning of 
Saturday, April 18.  This class is focused on parenting 
teenagers.  She will offer the class in an online 
platform that will be interactive so that you may ask 
questions.  If you would like to participate in the 
class, contact Pastor Tiffany.  Login information will 
be provided to those who sign up in advance.   

TEAM MEETINGS at MUMC 

Rather than meet at church, we encourage teams to 
meet using an online platform like Zoom, WebEx, or 
Microsoft Teams.  If you need the staff to set a web 
meeting up for you, please contact the church office 
or minnetonkaumc@minnetonkaumc.org.   

Family Ministry Connection Plan: 

A Note to You All from Cindy Van Liere 

First, know that I am missing you all very much! You are an important part of our community at MUMC. These are some of my 
plans for keeping our community in communication! 

Families with elementary kids and younger can expect an email from me three times a week (Sunday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday.) An early email on Sundays—sent before the service—will include a child’s prayer, activity sheets and links related to 
the sermon and bible passages as well as some age-specific questions you can ask to engage your kids after the service. The 
rest of the week’s email will have a video link from me for the kids as well as links and ideas for things to do and see and read. 

Confirmation kids and high school youth: Pastor Tiffany is setting up online confirmation classes for the 8th grade. All in 7th-
12th grade are welcome and encouraged to participate in a live Instagram discussion on Sunday afternoons (after the service, 
about 12:30 pm.) 

Young at Heart: you can expect an email from me on Fridays (email me at cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org to be added to 
this list.) I’ll start with a prayer and a status update. I will include an interesting link or two and ask YOU some questions.  

I hope everyone is keeping themselves and their loved ones safe as we navigate this new adventure. Love to all of you!  

SHARED BY MUMC CORR 

March 22, 2020 Statement from the United Methodist General Commission on Religion & Race: GCORR denounces 
the U.S. President’s racist language to describe the Coronavirus as “The Chinese Virus.” Not only does this unapologetic use of 
xenophobia and racial terror create physical, emotional, and economic harm to persons of Asian descent, it amplifies President 
Trump’s individual racism with the institutional power of the United States government. When a leader of the world makes 
individual racist statements, they provide an evil courage and politicized cover for racism. People begin to believe that their 
own racism is aligned with national policy, and at times, it is. Institutions begin to believe racist policies and discrimination 
against People of Color are not only acceptable but protected, and at times, they are. We as a people of faith, in the God 
of justice and equity, Who always stands on the side of the oppressed, must take a firm stand against racism in 
all of its forms. This is especially important, now, in these times when fear and uncertainty drive many to either their best or 
worst selves. Racism, xenophobia, and exploiting the vulnerable are anathemas to the Word and will of God, to the heart and 
mind of God, and the mercy and justice of God. Let us be who we have been created and called to be - and refuse to engage 
in, make excuses for, or deny the real consequences of racism in word, thought, or deed - always - but especially as they are 
perpetrated by the most powerful among us. 

5 things to you can do when you witness racial abuse: 

1.Say something. Tell the harasser, “Please stop. You have no right to do this!” Ask others around you to join in.  

2.Move between the abuser and the victim. If you’re in a public place, move next to the victim and ask if they mind if 
you sit/stand next to them. Tell them you’re there to support them. Ignore the abuser; focus on the victim. If possible, stay 
with the victim until the bully loses interest. 

3.Report the harassment immediately. Seek the nearest law-enforcement officer, security guard, or manager, and 
report what you’ve seen. Tell them you think people are in danger and urge them to follow through. 

4.Do not allow stealth racism in your presence. If someone says something racist in your presence, let them know 
that you do not agree and that you are offended. Say, “As a Christian who follows the God who created all people, I will not 
co-sign your racism. Please stop right now.” 

5.Tell the story at church or at work. Many, many people STILL deny that racism exists or that it affects people in their 
community, your story can help raise awareness with people you know. 

mailto:minnetonkaumc@minnetonkaumc.org
mailto:cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org
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 2020 General Conference POSTPONED 

The Minneapolis Convention Center is restricting events at the venue through May 10, 2020. As a result, the Executive 
Committee of the Commission on the General Conference announced on March 18 postponement of General Conference which 
was scheduled for May 5-15. The full Commission on the General Conference met on March 21 to discuss alternative plans and 
announced on March 23 their determination that it is not feasible to plan for another date in 2020. Therefore, they will pursue 
setting a date in 2021 with a priority on holding it in Minneapolis.  

Prior to this decision, many had already raised concerns about the health risks associated with holding the conference as well as 
the potential absence of non-US delegates due to travel restrictions from Europe to the U.S. Those affected could be delegates 
from Africa and the Philippines, as well as Europe, given that those from outside Europe frequently must stopover at a European 
airport before landing in the U.S. These delegates are about 43% of General Conference total delegates. Although General 
Conference requires only a majority of delegates to have a quorum, the absence of non-US delegates would “create a 
democratic deficit that would be damaging to the credibility of all decisions made at General Conference," said Nordic-Baltic 
Area Bishop Christian Alsted.  

Th MUMC Task Force on What’s Happening in the UMC will continue to put updates in the Pastors Weekly email. However, the 
task force encourages anyone who desires more timely updates to visit the UM News website at https://www.umnews.org/en/ 
or subscribe to their free Daily or Weekly Digests.  

MUMC Task Force on What’s Happening in the UMC 
Sharla Duerre, slduerre@comcast.net, 612-202-5041      Judy Fallat, fallat2@comcast.net, 952-938-3903 

Bobbie Nebel, bobbienebel@gmail.com, 612-618-0357 Judy Sunderland, jsunder@msn.com, 612-849-3027 
Warren Nelson, wviggo@gmail.com, 612-859-4022 

Mission Opportunities 

Simpson Shelter Update, as of March 19:  Simpson Shelter has discontinued having volunteers at the shelter until April 19. 
MUMC is not scheduled to serve there until Thursday, April 23. We will keep you posted as information becomes available. To 
make up for the loss of donated meals, Simpson Housing has contracted with local caterers who are providing generous 
discounts. The cost is $750 per day. If you are interested in donating to help with these costs, please send your check to 
MUMC or donate directly online https://www.simpsonhousing.org/donate-now/. Indicate that your donation is for meals. Also 
needed are donations of goods that MUMC members provide each month. The website with the list of needed items is https://
www.simpsonhousing.org/ways-to-help/give-supplies/. If you have donations, please contact Kathy Arendt 
at kjarendt@aol.com or 612.810.0699 for pick-up and delivery to the Simpson. Thank you for your past support and for your 
additional support during this time.  

Eyeglass Donations - keep ‘em coming!: MUMC has TWO ways to donate eyeglasses to people in need. One is just for 
reading glasses for Hennepin County’s Health Care for the Homeless. Your contributions enable the simple task of reading a 
prescription correctly or filling out a form. MUMC also collects eyeglasses for the Lions Clubs International Foundation for 
their Eyeglass Recycling Program. For over 80 years the Lions have been collecting and redistributing eyeglasses around 
the globe, making a difference in the lives of millions each year. They request various types of glasses for children and adults, 
including very strong and very weak prescriptions, reading glasses and non-prescription sunglasses. Both collection bins are in 
Fellowship Hall. Thank you for giving the gift of sight!  

Volunteer Opportunities 

We have a number of ways we can be in service during this time.  Contact Pastor Tiffany 
tiffany.mcdonald@minnetonkaumc.org or 952-392-4458 with questions or to sign up to volunteer for any of these roles. 

• Be a telephone “shepherd.” Pastor Tiffany  has created a list of people who are willing to make calls, and some have already 
started calling. Others of you are calling too.  This is great!  We want to stay as connected as possible during this time, and 
the phone is a great way to stay connected.  

• Be an errand runner.  Pastor Tiffany also has a list of people willing to run errands.  If you have a need, we will match 
volunteers with the errand (groceries, pharmacy, etc.) 

• We have extended our Daily Text ministry for the days between Easter and Pentecost.  If you are willing to write a devotion, 
you may contact Pastor Tiffany, or use the link in the weekly email. 

• Send cards!  We can send cards to one another.  If you want names, Pastor Tiffany has a list.  Otherwise, feel free to use 
the directory you have.  We all love mail. 

UMW Reading Program update from Linda Swanson: One way to cope with the anxiety of social distancing and news 
that is changing moment by moment is to READ. Reading can help distract you from your stressors and help you to remain 
calm. 
Unfortunately, the Reading Program materials may not be very accessible to you right now. For the first time this year, the 
program books are available from third parties only: book sellers, libraries, and online. They are listed at the UMW website. 
Topics range across the broad categories of leadership, education, social action, and nurturing community. Adult, children, and 
youth levels are on the lists. You can find something great to read in the program. 

For those not interested in the Reading Program right now, I encourage you to simply READ. What do you want to learn about? 
You have time now at home to explore a multitude of interests: Nature, biographies and memoirs, poetry, history, fantasy, 
sports, theology, travel, business, humor... There are no limits to what you can learn or escape into or simply explore.  

https://www.umnews.org/en/
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/umnews-subscriptions
mailto:slduerre@comcast.net
mailto:fallat2@comcast.net
mailto:bobbienebel@gmail.com
mailto:jsunder@msn.com
mailto:wviggo@gmail.com
https://www.simpsonhousing.org/donate-now/
https://www.simpsonhousing.org/ways-to-help/give-supplies/
https://www.simpsonhousing.org/ways-to-help/give-supplies/
mailto:kjarendt@aol.com
mailto:tiffany.mcdonald@minnetonkaumc.org
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Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

The Extension 
Suggested Scripture Readings for April 

MUMC Staff  
Interim Lead Pastor Rev. David Comstock david.comstock@minnetonkaumc.org 

Pastor   Rev. Tiffany McDonald tiffany.mcdonald@minnetonkaumc.org 

Administrator  Michelle Schober  michelle.schober@minnetonkaumc.org 

Children, Youth & Families Cindy Van Liere  cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org 

Music Director  Matthew Reaves  matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org 

Jazz Music Coordinator Dave Graf  dave.graf@minnetonkaumc.org 

Custodian  Brian Williams 

Sound Board/Technology Jason Anderson 

Nursery Attendants Jamie Anderson, Carol Branby 

Pastor Emeritus  Rev. Harly Hagmann 

Passion/Palm Mattew 21:1-11  2nd Sunday Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Sunday Psalm 118:1-2; 19-29  Of Easter Psalm 16 

 Isaiah 50:4-9a   1 Peter 1:3-9 

April 5 Matthew 26:14-27:66  April 19 John 20:19-31 

     

Easter Acts 30:34-43  3rd Sunday Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Sunday Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  Of Easter Psalm 116:1-4 

 Colossians 3:1-4   1 Peter 1:17-23 

April 12 John 20:1-18  April 26 Luke 24:13-35 

http://www.minnetonkaumc.org/index.htm

