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SAYING GOODBYE TO PASTOR DAVE 

 

 

 

 

June 28 - Pastor Dave's last Sunday at MUMC  

• 10:00 am - Online service 

• 12:00 - 2:00 pm - Our "Drive-by Goodbye" to Pastor Dave 
Comstock and his wife Carol Hornbeck. We'll celebrate 
Pastor Dave's ministry at MUMC while social distancing. 
There will be pre-packaged treats! Bring the whole family 
and thank Pastor Dave and Carol for all they've done! There 
will be a basket for cards. Drive thru any time between 12:00 
and 2:00 pm 

 

SAYING HELLO TO PASTOR DOUG 

 

 

 

 

 
 

July 12 - Pastor Doug's first Sunday service at MUMC  
• 10:00 am - Online service - more details to follow 
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“We know the enormous work it has taken for you to find new ways to be 
the church during this time...to continue growing in your own faith, and 
to keep reaching new people.” 

EAT OUT! SLEEP OUT! 
RAISE AWARENESS AND FUNDS FOR ICA FOOD SHELF! 
 
ICA Gather for Good is an at-home community fundraiser for ICA Food Shelf!  
 
Gather with your family - and by distance with your neighbors and our community — as we come 
together to support two of ICA’s most essential programs: food and homelessness 
prevention. 
 
1) Plan an evening that highlights these two services. Your event can be inside or outside, 
weather permitting, and includes a creative dinner setting and/or sleeping environment. Ideally, 
get outside, wave to your neighbors, grill, cook over the fire, spread a picnic blanket down, and/or 
set up a tent and sleep under the stars. Your evening should include one or both of the following 
components: 
 

Meal: Whether you purchase take-out or make your own meal — make it something special for 
you and your family. Create a fun theme, pretend you’re on vacation, campout, etc. Or, eat a 
simple meal in honor of those in need. Whatever you choose to do, come together and do it with 
intention. 

Sleep out: As we support people with their housing needs, get out of your comfort zone and find 
a new location to slumber. e.g., Camp outside, sleep on your basement floor, set up your 
hammock, etc. Be creative and have fun. 

 

2) Register: After you’ve registered, a volunteer will deliver a yard sign for you to show your 

community support and participation. 

3) Fundraise: Upon registration, create your own personal fundraising page. Invite your friends, 

family, and networks to sponsor your efforts and contribute to the cause. Fun prizes for those who 

raise the most! 

4) Enjoy your evening on Thursday, June 18 as you gather and cook, eat, and/or sleep outside! 

 

For more information, a complete toolkit and event logos, please visit: www.icafoodshelf.org. 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES 

RAISE FUNDS FOR ICA 

High School Graduates 
Nathan Bodger – Minnetonka High School – Univ of Wisconsin - Lacrosse 
Katy Del Monte - Minnetonka High School  - Hillsdale College 
Holly Den Hartog – Hopkins High School - University of MN 
Rachael Knoblauch – Minnetonka High School 
Evan Komis – Minnetonka High School 
Max Meyer – Minnetonka High School -University of MN 
Riley O'Connor – Minnetonka High School 
Mallory Van Liere -  Osseo High School 
  
College Graduates 
Rosalie Lurth –  Masters’ in Spiritual Science from Peace Theological Sem-
inary, Los Angeles, in Transcendent Leadership.   
  
Nicole Tay- University of IA 

THANKS FROM THE 
CONFERENCE 

We want to express our deep appreciation 

and thanks to you for your incredible 

leadership during this unprecedented and 

challenging time. We know the enormous 

work it has taken for you to find new ways 

to be the church during this time of 

sheltering-in-place, to continue growing in 

your own faith, and to keep reaching new 

people.  

We rejoice in your generosity to those in 

your community as you stepped up to make 

face masks, stock food shelves, and care for 

the most vulnerable in your midst. We also 

rejoice in your financial generosity to your 

local church and through your faithful 

apportionment payments. Your generosity 

is transforming communities, keeping your 

congregation stable, and allowing the 

annual conference to continue providing 

exceptional care and resources to all of our 

United Methodist ministries in Minnesota.  

While we have many months to go to get 

through this pandemic we are impressed 

and encouraged with all the ways that 

everyone has stepped up to help and 

support one another. We are remaining 

steady and strong during this time because 

of your hard work and we give thanks and 

praise to God for you.  
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V B S  J u l y  2 7 - 3 1  

Though we would much rather see 

all of your beautiful faces in 

person, we have been asked to not 

convene for in-person VBS this 

summer for everyone’s health and 

safety. But who wants to be on 

screens all the time?  

MUMC has amazing volunteers 

and our VBS curriculum provider, 

Cokesbury, has given us a ton of 

digital content. We will work 

together to help create something 

exciting for your family to grow 

from for VBS. From drive-by visits 

with Sparky the puppet to socially 

distanced parking lot bike parades, 

we have already been hearing great 

ideas from MUMC volunteers.   

Would you like to join us? There’s 

always room for you. If you haven’t 

been involved recently and would 

like to be, please call/text Cindy at 

612.670.1577 and become part of 

the team!  

 •Crafts 

•Games 

•Mission 

•Science 

•Snacks 

•Stories 

PA R K I N G  L O T    

P R A C T I C E  

Got young kids learning to 

bike/ skate? There’s lots of 

room in the parking lot. Cindy 

will be around Saturday 

mornings if you want to come 

by, say Hi, and show off! 

STUDENT MISSIONS 2020 

Midwest Missions’ UMCOR site 

mission trip may have been 

cancelled , but we know there are 

always opportunities to serve all 

around us.  

We will plan to do local missions in a 

safe and socially distanced way with 

guidance. July 12-18 was our 

original week, so save those dates 

and we will try to plan some 

activities for during that time. 

Confirmation Sunday  

J u n e  1 4  

A virtual presentation honoring 

our confirmands will be shared 

during the worship service. 

Graduation Sunday 

J u n e  7  

A virtual presentation honoring 

our high school and college 

graduates will be shown during 

worship service. Copies of the 

presentation will be sent to 

graduates upon request. 



Let the wise also hear and gain in learning, and the discerning acquire 
skill.  - Proverbs 1:5 

United Methodist Women response magazine tells the stories of 

the mission work of United Methodist Women.  The May/June 2020 

issue discusses Okinawa and what effect the military and war has had 

on their country, and the sexual abuse of women around the military 

bases.  Okinawa United Methodist Women along with the Wesley 

Foundation conducted seminars inviting young Japanese, Korean and 

Philippine women to learn the history of war and sexual violence 

against women around military bases, often a hushed-up issue.  You 

can subscribe to response magazine to learn more about where our 

mission dollars go around the world, or look for a copy in our church’s 

library:  Unitedmethodistwomen.org/response/subscribe  

We continue on reading! The Reading Program has five areas of 

focus: education for mission, leadership development, nurturing 

for community, social action, and spiritual growth. One can 

select book titles from books on the program’s lists from 2015-

2020 if working toward completion of the program. They are 

listed on the official UMW site.  

Here is one of those many books (leadership area):  

‘Which Way Lord? Exploring Your Life’s Purpose in the 

Journeys of Paul’ by Rob Fuquay (Upper Room Books, 2017). As 

Christians, we long to live out God’s purpose in our lives. But 

how do we know we are moving the right direction? This study 

will help you by unpacking your experiences alongside of the 

apostle Paul. This book helps you to discern and follow God’s 

leading, explore ways God can use you and your experiences, 

respond to God’s signals, endure hardships and doubts and 

persevere with hope and faith. This book is available both on 

Kindle and/or as a paperback book for less than ten dollars 

each.  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

CHURCH READING PROGRAM 
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FROM THE MUMC COMMISSION ON 
RELIGION AND RACE (CORR) 

The members of the MUMC Commission on Religion & Race would like to 
let the congregation know that we reached out to the pastor at Destiny Hill 
Church with a letter and a phone call to express our commitment to stand 
in solidarity with them. Last year Destiny Hill had several incidents of 
biased intimidation of the congregation through damage to their property 
and hateful messages. The suspect was identified as a neighbor who was 
arrested and charged. The court case is pending. Recently, there has been 
another incident by the same person.  
 
Members of our MUMC family worshipped with Destiny Hill last June 
with 100+ of our neighbors, attended their open house in September 2019, 
and served with them at the Thanksgiving potluck for English Language 
Learners this last November. Destiny Hill Church is located at the 
intersection of Lake Street Extension and Baker Road and most of its 
congregation are of African descent. We are a stronger community with 
Destiny Hill Church in Minnetonka and they have the support of our 
church, other faith communities in the Minnetonka Interfaith Anti-Racism 
Network, the Minnetonka Police Department, and members of our 
community. 

 
May 18, 2020 
Dear Pastor Muturi, 
 
We are writing to express our heartfelt solidarity with you and your 
congregation in the midst of learning from Minnetonka Police Department 
Officer Scott Marks that a neighbor has been harassing your church again. 
 
We are concerned about the rising xenophobia in this country and our 
community. Out of the concern and love for our neighbors, we pledge to 
help ensure your church family feels safe and supported and to do what we 
can to challenge individuals, groups, and systems that make you feel 
otherwise. We do this in relationship with you, by your side and at your 
backs. Please do not hesitate to contact us if there is any action that we can 
take that would be helpful to you or your congregation. 

 
If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together.   - 1 Corinthians 12:26 ESV 

YARN NEEDED 

Yarn needed for the hats that 
Marilyn Brummer knits  for the 
Resource Center to be given 
to  the needy.   No amount of 
yarn too small!   Yarn can be 
dropped off at church. Thank 
you! 
 

 

SIMPSON SHELTER 
MEAL SERVICE 

MUMC meal service at Simpson 

Shelter has been canceled for 

June 15. Simpson Housing is 

working with state and local 

officials as well as a vast 

network of other providers to 

determine how and when they’ll 

be able to welcome meal teams 

back into the shelter. You can 

help during this time by 

donating, either through MUMC 

or directly to Simpson Housing 

online by 

clicking here. They also have 

some specific needs at the 

shelter and for their housing 

programs. Please visit their 

website for more info: https://

www.simpsonhousing.org/ways

-to-help/give-supplies/  If you 

have goods to donate, please 

contact Kathy Arendt 

at kjarendt@aol.com or 

612.810.0699 for pick-up and 

delivery. MUMC has supported 

Simpson Shelter for over 30 

years. Thank you for your past 

support and for your additional 

support during this time  
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WITH APPRECIATION 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone 

who sent prayers, cards, letters, 

and food to us during the illness 

and passing of my husband Earl 

Jensen.   Our appreciate also to 

Pastor Dave for his visits and 

prayers. Church family is so 

important and treasured at the 

time of loss of a loved one, as well 

as always.  We have been truly 

blessed.  

- Eileen Jensen and family 

 

PRAYERS 

• Congratulations to Kevin Den 
Hartog on retirement from the 
Hopkins Fire Department after 
20 years of service  

• Congratulations to Carol 
Walvatne on her retirement as 
a Chaplain 

• Health Care workers as they 
continue to support the health 
of all during these uncertain 
times  

• Kevin Walker and family on the 
death of his father.  

• Lynn Abe, in the loss of her 
mother, from pneumonia 
related to COVID-19  

• Edna Peterson, Judy 
Sunderland’s mom; Jenn 
MacFarlane’s mother Judy; as 
well as Keightyn Baity’s mom 
Heather all diagnosed with 
COVID-19  

• Pat and Robert Shoop on the 
birth of their great 
granddaughter Aria Margaret 
Hoff earlier this morning.  Aria 
joins big sisters Zoe Jane and 
Ava Blair.  

• Victims of intimate partner 
homicide in MN  

• Pastor Dave’s cousin 
Maria Campbell  

• Jim Anderson, and Peter 
Fischer for health concerns  

• Ray Meyers moved to hospice  

• Sarah Diaz and family on the 
death of her dad.  

DAVE’S DELIBERATIONS 

Dearest Friends, 

This is the final newsletter of my 

tenure at Minnetonka United 

Methodist Church and hence my last 

“deliberation”.  Let me just begin by 

saying what an extreme privilege and 

pleasure it has been to serve as your 

interim pastor over these last many 

months.  MUMC is a remarkable 

congregation and I carry away many 

insights, friendships, and happy 

memories from this time together.  

You are loving, caring, inclusive, spirit

-filled, Jesus loving, justice craving 

people and your witness on this corner 

in Minnetonka, MN is important.   

God has great plans and a great future 

is open before you.   I will continue to 

watch and to pray from a distance as 

that future unfolds before you. 

As a young pastor in St Paul, MN, I 

was once faced with a difficult task.  

One of the pre-school teachers from 

the Children’s Center Montessori 

School that was housed in our 

building died suddenly.  She was 

spiritual but not religious and the 

families in the school were religiously 

diverse.  I was asked to do a memorial 

service for the children and their 

families, but also asked NOT to make 

it explicitly Christian.  I am a Christian 

and cannot talk about death without 

talking about resurrection.  How was I 

going to talk about the promise of new 

life without talking explicitly about the 

resurrection?  It was really hard.  It 

was like an artist being asked to create 

a portrait without using paint!  Well 

we did a number of things.  We 

planted a blue spruce that eventually 

towered over the building.  We read 

children’s books aloud.  The children 

hung the pot holders they had made 

on little hand looms and other artwork 

on the tree.  We sang the teacher’s 

favorite children’s song.  We wept.  

And SOMEHOW we witnessed to the 

power of life over death together.  It 

was one of the most difficult things I 

had ever done…and one of the most 

important.  Sometimes we do our best 

work when we are deprived of our 

accustomed tools. 

Much is riding on the success of the 

next pastorate and unfortunately it 

will not begin under the easiest of 

circumstances.  The pandemic 

undermines and limits ALL of the 

traditional ways in which a new pastor 

enters a new congregation.  Pastor 

Doug and all of you are beginning this 

relationship without any of your 

accustomed “palette”.  Small personal 

gatherings, shaking hands after 

worship, receptions, bible studies, in 

home funeral calls, hospital bedside 

visits, none of these will be available 

to you.  The replacements will feel 

hollow and insufficient.  Which 

means… Pastor Doug will have to 

work harder to communicate to you 

who he is and to earn your trust.   But 

he WILL FAIL to do that if you all do 

not reach out TO HIM with the same 

intentionality and determination.  And 

the prospects of MUMC will suffer if 

you do not. 

SO…  when you are offered ANY 

opportunity to get to know Pastor 

Doug, SEIZE IT!  Sign up for the 

Zoom Meet and greets!   Sign up to 

participate in Brown Bag Group on 

Mondays.  Invite Doug to meet with 

your small group via Zoom.  Or in the 

church parking lot at safe distance. 

Email Doug and invite him to call you 

on the phone at his convenience (let 

him know it’s just a “get to know you” 

call).  Be creative, innovative, pro-

active, and determined.   Let Pastor 

Doug know that you are willing to do 

what you can to help him get started. 

This may well be the most important 
thing you ever do for MUMC.   And 
MUMC is TOTALLY WORTH IT!! 

 

Love you all! 

Pastor Dave  
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The Extension 
Is the monthly newsletter of 

MINNETONKA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
17611 Lake St. Extension 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 

www.minnetonkaumc.org 
 

PHONE: 
952.474.4114 
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952.474.4115 
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Minnetonkaumc@minnetonkaumc.org 

 

 

Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR JUNE 

MUMC Staff 
Interim Lead Pastor   Rev. David Comstock  david.comstock@minnetonkaumc.org 
Pastor      Rev. Tiffany McDonald tiffany.mcdonald@minnetonkaumc.org 
Administrator    Michelle Schober   michelle.schober@minnetonkaumc.org 
Children, Youth & Families Cindy Van Liere   cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org 
Music Director    Matthew Reaves   matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org 
Jazz Music Coordinator  Dave Graf    dave.graf@minnetonkaumc.org 
Sound Board/Technology  Jason Anderson   jason.anderson@minnetonkaumc.org 
Nursery Attendants   Jamie Anderson, Carol Branby 
Custodian     Brian Williams 
Pastor Emeritus    Rev. Harly Hagmann 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

MINNETONKA UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

17611 Lake St. Extension 

Minnetonka, MN 55345 

Trinity Genesis 1:1-2:4a  3rd Sunday Genesis 21:8-21 

Sunday Psalm 8  After Pentecost Psalm 86:1-10,16-17 

 2 Corinthians 13:11-13   Romans 6:1b-11 

June 7 Matthew 28:16-20  June 21 Matthew 10:24-39 

     

2nd Sunday Genesis 18:1-15   4th Sunday Genesis 22:1-14 

After Pente- Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  After Pentecost Psalm 13 

 Romans 5:1-8   Romans 6:12-23 

June 14 Matthew 9:35-10:8  June 28 Matthew 10:40-42 

http://www.minnetonkaumc.org/index.htm

