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CHRISTMAS IN AUGUST - Sunday, August 23 

“I wish we could put up some of the Christmas spirit in jars and open a jar of it 
every month.”  - Harlan Miller 

2020 has been a year that we will never forget. It’s been almost 5 months since 
we’ve been able to worship together in person, so let’s have some fun! On Sunday, 
August 23, MUMC will be celebrating Christmas in August! During our livestream 
service, we will sing Christmas carols, reimagine the birth of our gentle Messiah, 
and maybe even wear cozy Christmas sweaters while we blast the air conditioning. 
This will be a service you won’t want to miss! 

Last year for Christmas in July, we set up a Christmas tree in the lobby that was 
ornamented with lots of ways that we can give back to our church financially. This 
year, public Christmas trees aren’t such a good idea, so we will be mailing out 
materials about how you can give your Christmas in August offering. In this mailing 
will be a letter from Pastor Doug wishing you a Merry Christmas, an envelope, and 
a list of your giving options. On this list will be four sections: Hope, Peace, Joy, and 
Love. Each section will have a ministry area that you can generously give to: 

Hope - Congregational Care (taking care of our church family – children/
young person ministries, adult/senior ministries, Bible studies, hospitality, 
welcoming guests, lay chaplain ministry… any type of care our church family needs 

Peace -  Administration and Building (this helps us keep the building open – 
bills, apportionments, repairs, etc) 

Joy -  Music, Worship, and Technology (all of the things that keep 
providing us with Online, in-person, and at-home worship experiences, keeping us 
joyful all year round) This area is our greatest need right now as we 
prepare to spend $20,000 to upgrade our necessary equipment to 
provide meaningful and relevant livestream worship each week.  Even 
when we are allowed to provide in-person worship, we will still be providing an     
online option. 

Love -  Missions (provides funding for all our efforts with social inequities, racial 
injustices, homelessness, domestic abuse, mental illness, LGBTQ issues, and every 
other mission we take part in) 

You’ll be instructed to cut off the section that you want to give to and mail it back 
with your Christmas in August gift in the provided envelope. 

Last year, MUMC budgeted for $6,000 in Christmas in July giving, and your 
generosity nearly doubled our expectations! Though our sanctuary has been mostly 
closed this year, the ministries at MUMC continue, and the needs of our community 
are ever present. MUMC will continue to thrive and strive to be caring, inclusive, 
and Spirit-filled in all that we do. 

There are a million quotes about Christmas, but I want to leave you with one from 
my dear friend, the Reverend Sunny Ridings:  

“Christmas isn’t a season – it’s a lifestyle.” 
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FALL 2020 FAMILY MINISTRY PLANNING ROUNDTABLE 

All those interested are invited to a zoom roundtable on Friday, August 
14, 10:00 am to discuss family ministry planning for fall. This is an idea-
brainstorming, question-asking, opinion-sharing event hosted by Cindy 
Van Liere.  RSVP to Cindy by Wednesday August 12 at noon to receive 
an invite link - cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org. 

PASTOR TIFFANY FAREWELL 
Thursday, August 6 from 6:00-8:00 pm will be an outdoor farewell 
for Pastor Tiffany in the parking lot. Several “stations” will be set 
up,  including individually wrapped frozen treats, make your own card, 
meet Pastor Doug, and say goodbye to Pastor Tiffany.  All attendees are 
asked to wear masks and practice social distancing.  If you are unable to 
attend, you may send a memory or story of how you have been impacted 
by Pastor Tiffany's ministry to office@minnetonkaumc.org. If you would 
like to volunteer at the event, please contact April Townsend at 
ascafaro28@hotmail.com.  

SENIOR HIGH/COLLEGE 
YOUTH GATHERING 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 6-8 PM 

Join us for a social gathering for 

our Senior High and College 

students at Lake Minnewashta 

Park. We'll meet in the big open 

area across from the playground 

between the entrance and the lake. 

Bring your own dinner, beverage, 

and a lawn chair or blanket (face 

mask, hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, 

bug spray if needed too). We just 

want to relax and have a chance to 

catch up with everyone. We do 

need this to be a socially-distanced 

and safe event, but we can still 

have fun seeing each other. We'll 

work on some no-contact games 

and bring the supplies for 

friendship bracelets too!  

 

 

COFFEE AND CONNECT 

The Coffee and Connect group on 

Sunday mornings will suspend for 

the remainder of the summer.   
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MUMC meal service at Simpson Shelter has been canceled for August 12. Our 
next scheduled meal service is on Monday, October 19. We look forward to the 
possibility of serving on that day. During this time, the MUMC Missions Team 
continues to support them by sending the funds that would have been used for 
meals. To date we have sent $2265. 

Simpson Housing staff are excited to report that 6 guests were moved into 
housing last month! During the past three months, 47 guests have had a bed at 
Simpson Shelter, and 531 individual and family households have been 
supported by their Family, Single Adult, and Youth Housing teams. They are 
staying safe and caring for one another.  

They are also excited to report a $25,000 summer fundraising dollar-for-
dollar match. Please click here to donate and double your donation. 

Simpson Housing maintains their commitment to ensuring the safety and 
dignity of the people they (and we) serve and the staff members who work 
alongside them. MUMC has supported them for over 30 years. Thank you for 
your past support and for your additional support during this time. 

Here are some specific needs at the shelter and for their housing programs:  

• White t-shirts – new, all sizes 

• Ankle socks – new, for men and women 

• Shaving cream 

• Men’s boxers – new, sizes S, M and L  

• Women’s underwear – new, sizes S and M  

• Tank Tops/Undershirts – new, all sizes  

• Travel size lotion, shampoo, conditioner, and body wash 

• Coffee - ground preferred 

• New pillows and blankets 

Facemasks for families with children (Adult and child-size masks) 

For more information, please visit their website: 

https://www.simpsonhousing.org/ways-to-help/give-supplies/   

If you have goods to donate, please contact Kathy Arendt at 
kjarendt@aol.com or 612.810.0699 for pick-up and delivery.  

SIMPSON SHELTER  

mailto:cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org
mailto:office@minnetonkaumc.org
mailto:ascafaro28@hotmail.com
https://www.simpsonhousing.org/donate-now/
https://minnetonkaumc.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f7ecc12a2a89da923e320816&id=aa4ca7c3f0&e=2af1a3f559
mailto:kjarendt@aol.com
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Yo u n g  a t  

H e a r t  
 

Many of us find the 

isolation of 

quarantine to be 

challenging. Small 

social groups (less 

than ten people) can 

meet at church in the 

larger rooms with 

proper social 

distancing and masks. 

If you would like to 

participate or help set 

up a small gathering,  

I ’d like to help. Call 

me at 612.670.1577 

and let me know!  

-Cindy  

 

Calling all High School  & College Students  

MUMC Families: Wednesdays you can take advantage of the preschool playspace at church. 

One family per session. 9:00-11:30 am or 12:30-3:00 pm. You don’t have to use the whole time. 

Contact Cindy to reserve your time at 612.670.1577 or email cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org 

On Sunday, August 9, 6:00-8:00  pm , we are going 

to have a social gathering for our Senior High and 

College students at Lake  Minnewashta  Park.  Pastor 

Doug will attend to  give  you a chance to meet him, and 

vice versa!  We'll meet in the big open area across from 

the playground between  the  entrance and the lake. 

Bring your own dinner, beverage, and a lawn chair or 

blanket (face mask, hat, sunglasses, sunscreen, bug 

spray if needed too). We just want to relax and have a 

chance to catch up with everyone. We do need this to be 

a  socially-distanced  and safe event, but we can still 

have fun seeing each other. We'll work on some no -

contact games and  Cathy will  bring the supplies for 

friendship bracelets too!   RSVP to Cathy by August 8!  

 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  

F o r  K i d s  &  t h e i r  

G r o w n u p s  

Summer Sunday School 

for Elementary kids 

comes to you in 2020!  

Every week we send out an 

email with a brief kid-friendly 

message tied to the main 

sermon and different at home 

activities every week. These 

may include games, crafts, 

story videos, puzzles, digital 

activity links, coloring sheets, 

songs, and more—we change it 

up to keep it interesting. There 

is a children’s activity bulletin

(including the Pre-K version) 

included in every email. It 

comes out on Sunday 

mornings, but there is no 

pressure to complete it—you 

just use as much or as little as 

you need. 
 

If you would like to sign up on 

our mailing list to receive the 

children’s emails, please email 

Cindy Van Liere at 

cindy.vanliere@minnetonkau

mc.org and let me know which 

you prefer. There is no 

registration fee or 

subscription cost, and anyone 

is welcome to subscribe. You 

can also call or text me 

anytime at 612.670.1577 with 

questions!  

God loves you and so do we! 

-Cindy 

AUGUST 14 

10:00 AM ZOOM 

Everyone invited 

RSVP Cindy 



CONFERENCE LOVE 
OFFERING 

Each year, churches in the 
Minnesota Annual Conference 
take a Love Offering for missions 
in conjunction with the Annual 
Conference Session.  

 

The theme of the 2020 Annual 
Conference session is “Be the 
Light—Live Hope!” The Love 
Offering provides the chance to 
be light and hope for those 
crying out for love, compassion, 
justice, and grace in their lives. 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough invites 
congregations to begin praying 
about and preparing to 
participate in the Love Offering 
as a miraculous expression of the 
abundant life we have in Christ 
Jesus, even in the midst of the 
coronavirus pandemic and social 
upheaval. 

 

The funds from this year’s 
offering will to go to four 
projects: Simpson Housing 
Services (40%), Emma Norton 
Services (40%), Joyce Uptown 
Foodshelf (10%), and the 
Committee on Native American 
Ministry Diaper Drive (10%). 

 

Donate to the Love Offering 

UMW CHURCH READING PROGRAM 

United Methodist Women’s most recent response magazine has an excellent 

article about change called “Let Go”. As in the Exodus story, the first step of 

accepting change is saying goodbye to something old, even when we don’t have a 

clear picture of what is ahead.  We may have to navigate an in-between space, 

where we learn to depend on God to walk with us in Faith.  This in-between space 

is the time for discovery and a new direction in our lives when we can eventually 

step out and live into a God-inspired future.  Go to unitedmethodistwomen.org/

response to order response and to read the whole story.  

Here is another good read from the 

2020 Reading Program List. It is a 

reminder that the books are for all 

ages, women and men. I (Linda 

Swanson) am a sucker for youth and 

children’s books because they have 

wise lessons for any age. Read it as an 

adult or as a read-aloud for others. 

Written at about a 4th grade reading 

level. 

‘Midnight Teacher: Lily Ann 

Granderson and Her Secret School’, by 

Janet Halfmann + 1 (Lee and Low 

Books 2018). $14-17, hardcover 

We usually learn about famous African 

American people who have stood up 

for equality over the years. This book 

shares a true, previously unknown 

story, of an enslaved person who 

helped others at great risk. It is 

beautifully written. In 19th century 

Mississippi, it was illegal for enslaved 

people to learn to read and write. This 

did not stop Lily Ann Granderson from 

starting a midnight school, and she 

taught hundreds of her peers to do so. 

Many shared their knowledge, and 

some even forged passes to escape to 

freedom. Based upon a true story, this 

book is an inspiring testament to a 

little-known pioneer in education. 

DIRECTORY UPDATE 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 

It has been about 9 months since our church directory was distributed.  It is time 

for an update.  If you were unable to submit a picture for the last directory, or if 

you want to update your previous picture to a new one, you may submit a photo.  

Please submit photos to office@minnetonkaumc.org.  The deadline for photo 

submission is August 31. 

Since we are unable to meet in person, this is a great way to help Pastor Doug get 

to know the faces of congregation  members. 
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https://www.minnesotaumc.org/annualconference
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/annualconference
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkmrzsno29p9Xdv_Mx4n1OzHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboubkwbRJkX7GbzWyRIiE7iow=
http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/response
http://unitedmethodistwomen.org/response


On May 25, 2020, the world witnessed yet another 
death of an African American at the hands of police. 
We watched in horror as George Floyd called out for 
his mother; we watched as he said repeatedly that he 
could not breathe; we watched the breath of life taken 
from him. Following the horror, we witnessed the 
rising up of people demanding change and 
transformation around the world that continues to 
this day. 
We recognize that many things have gone unchecked 
as it relates to policing and racism in Minnesota. It is 
not enough to just be awake, but we, as people of 
faith, are called to be awake and active. The 
Minnesota Commission on Religion and Race (MN 
CORR) is asking three things of us in response to this 
moment of opportunity: 
1. Stand with us. As the MN CORR, we denounce 
the actions of those involved in the murder of George 
Floyd. These types of actions must come to a stop 
immediately! We stand unequivocally against racism 
in any form and speak out against it.  

2. Take action. MUMC is part of the Racial 
Reconciliation Movement that was introduced at the 
Annual Conference in 2019, emphasizing that each 
person and congregation can start where they are and 
commit to moving forward. If you are on facebook, 
follow the MUMC CORR facebook page for 
information, local calls for action and resources.  

3. Put your money where your heart is. Make a 
donation to the “Just Love” special appeal, which will 
be distributed to groups doing the work of racial 
equity and rebuilding in the Twin Cities. 

The MUMC Commission on Religion & Race meets 
the second Saturday of each month at 9:00 am on 
Zoom. We welcome all who are curious and interested 
in racial justice! Contact any one of us to learn more. 

• Fred Reuning (MN CORR, MUMC CORR and 
MUMC Servant Leadership Board member) 

• Jen Mein (MUMC CORR co-leader) 
• Beth Dawson (MUMC CORR co-leader) 
• Celeste Scott 
• Chinh Huynh 
• Barbara Post 
• Andi Bodeau 
• Judy Sunderland 

CORR—the Commission on Religion and Race—is an 
agency of the United Methodist Church. MN CORR is 
dedicated to partnering with congregations of the 
Minnesota Conference on how to be anti-racist and 
how to unite in racial reconciliation. MUMC CORR 
provides access to resources and action-oriented 
education to our congregation to eliminate racial 
inequities in our community. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MINNESOTA COMMISSION ON RELIGION AND 
RACE (MN CORR) AND MUMC CORR 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO PASTOR TIFFANY MCDONALD for the many gifts and 
wisdom you have shared with MUMC CORR. You are a gift of light and inspiration and 

we are so grateful to have been touched by your spirit.  

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/racialreconciliation
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/racialreconciliation
https://www.facebook.com/mumccorr
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/just-love-special-appeal-14021866


PRAYERS 

• Beverly for healing of her 
eyesight.  

• Jim Anderson on hospice care 

• Peter Fischer for health 
concerns 

• Mary Beth, friend of Linda 
Swanson, diagnosed with an 
aggressive case of multiple 
myeloma. 

• Tom and Nate Bodger for 
healing from surgeries 

• Courtney, Pastor Tiffany’s 
stepsister who is in a coma 
with a brain injury following a 
car accident. 

• Jenn MacFarlane’s mother 
Judy diagnosed with COVID-
19.  Prayers of thanksgiving 
that she is recovering. 

• Brandon Jerome Salter, 27, 
Minneapolis, the 13th victim 
partner homicide in MN:  

• Bill Heuer on the death of his 
Uncle Bob 

• Bob and Pat Shoop for health 
concerns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOUG’S DISPATCH 

I first want to thank the congregation for the warm welcome you have 
extended to me last month.    I especially appreciate the basket of 
Minnesota goodies!   It is so good to finally be among you and I so look 
forward to getting to know YOU better. 

In preparation for our times together for years to come, let me share 
with you my Ministry Credo.  My credo was formed after listening to 
mentors, study, and an extended time of prayerful reflection.  I think 
this credo communicates who I am and what you can expect from me 
as your lead pastor.   

 

My Ministry Credo 

I believe Christ is to be the center of my life. 

I believe my family takes precedence over my career. 

I believe people matter most to God so they matter most to me. 

I believe excellence and consistency are the marks of effective 
ministry. 

I believe great pastors are first great people. 

I believe in sacrificial giving. 

I believe genuine joy of the Spirit is what I offer to others through my 
ministry. 

I believe my professional ethics are to exceed stated norms. 

I believe relationships, laughter, and intimacy are the currency of 
true wealth. 

I believe positive outcomes can emerge from every circumstance. 

 

This is a little more about me, and I look forward to learning more 
about you and yours.   At this writing we are planning some more 
“meet and greet” events both in person and online.    Please consider 
attending as I seek to get to know the good people of MUMC during 
this challenging season.    Have a great end to your summer. 
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Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR AUGUST 

MUMC Staff 
Lead Pastor     Rev. Doug Damron  doug.damron@minnetonkaumc.org 
Pastor      Rev. Tiffany McDonald tiffany.mcdonald@minnetonkaumc.org 
Administrator    Michelle Schober   michelle.schober@minnetonkaumc.org 
Children, Youth & Families Cindy Van Liere   cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org 
Music Director    Matthew Reaves   matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org 
Jazz Music Coordinator  Dave Graf    dave.graf@minnetonkaumc.org 
Sound Board/Technology  Jason Anderson   jason.anderson@minnetonkaumc.org 
Nursery Attendants   Jamie Anderson, Carol Branby 
Custodian     Brian Williams 
Pastor Emeritus    Rev. Harly Hagmann 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

MINNETONKA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

17611 Lake St. Extension 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 

9th Sunday Genesis 32:22-31  11th Sunday Genesis 45:1-15 Exodus 3:1-15  13th Sunday 

after Pentecost Psalm 17:1-7  after Pentecost Psalm 133 Psalm 105:1-6  after Pentecost 

 Romans 9:1-5   Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 Romans 12:9-21   

August 2 Matthew 14:13-21  August 16 Matthew 15:10-20, 21-28 Matthew 16:21-28  August 16 

        

10th Sunday Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28  12th Sunday Exodus 1:8-2:10    

after Pentecost Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22  after Pentecost Psalm 124    

 Romans 10:5-15   Romans 12:1-8    

August 9 Matthew 14:22-23  August 23 Matthew 16:13-20    

http://www.minnetonkaumc.org/index.htm

