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CON SE C RA TION  SU N D A Y  

N OVE MB E R  8  

On Sunday, November 8 we will have our Consecration Sunday Service.  

Obviously, because of the pandemic, we can’t gather together to enjoy a 

meal and fellowship on that day, but we will, thanks to the marvels of 

modern technology, be able to bring our pledges before God together.   

You will receive in the mail a physical estimate of giving card which you 

may send into church on the Monday after consecration Sunday.  

However, you will also receive via email, a link to a VIRTUAL estimate 

of giving card that you can fill out and submit electronically during our 

worship service on November 8.  If it feels more secure to you, you may 

submit BOTH a virtual and a paper estimate of giving card.  This will 

allow us to tabulate preliminary results and report them to you by 

Sunday afternoon.   The service music will be provided by the 

Restoration Jazz band and they have some special music planned.  

Please plan to be “in” worship that day! 

The pandemic is going to have some profound and negative effects on 
some member’s ability to support the ministries of Minnetonka United 
Methodist Church in the coming year so it will be REALLY important for 
all of us to faithfully do what we are able this year.  With God’s guidance 
and strength, MUMC will emerge stronger from these difficult times. 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 11:00 AM 

Do you enjoy knitting/crocheting for others?  Then this is the small 
group for you.  Our group meets on the first Sunday of the month after 
the service.  This month we  will meet  on November 1, after the service. 
Please b ring a mask and something to work on.  If you need yarn for a 
new shawl, we have some at church.  If you are not receiving emails, 
please send a note to BLunde4@gmail.com and your name will be 
included in the monthly email. If you have any further questions please 
contact Barbara Lunde using the email above.  

BLOOD DRIVE SUCCESS 

Our September Fall Blood Drive was a great success due to all of you 
who came out in support of this effort to insure an adequate supply of 
blood in our community.  The need continues even during a 
pandemic.  If you get a call to donate again at a donor center, please 
give it consideration, as the need is continuous.  Thank you !! 

- MUMC Mission Team 

EVENING MOM’S GROUP 

All Moms with kids of any age 
are invited to join an evening 
Mom’s Group opportunity. The 
group will meet weekly on 
Thursdays at 6:30 pm at 
church.  ALL moms are invited 
to join: moms of young kids, 
moms of young adults, moms 
with grown kids, all are 
welcome! Proper social and 
physical distancing will 
be observed; please wear a 
mask.   

The group will not meet on the 
following Thursdays: 

11/26 - Thanksgiving 

12/24 - Christmas Eve 

12/31 - New Year’s Eve 

4/1 - Maundy Thursday 

The last planned evening is 
June 3. 

If you have questions, contact 
April Townsend,  

ascafaro28@hotmail.com 
  

2 

In his book, “Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, 
best-selling author Adam Hamilton examines the names of Christ, 
exploring the historical and personal significance of his birth.  We will be 
engaging in a four-week virtual Advent study based on Adam’s book on 
Mondays at Noon (Brown Bag) beginning on November 23 and on 
Sundays at 11:00 am after church beginning on November 29.   Our 
Advent Worship experiences will also be created around the theme of 
“Incarnation”.  We will also be providing at home materials that will help 
you celebrate Advent and Christmas experiences with your families. 

INCARNATION 
REDISCOVERING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CHRISTMAS 

SOJOURNER HOLIDAY GIVING 

The holiday season can be especially difficult for people served by 
Sojourner.  Financial gifts and gift cards are appreciated and help to 
support families year round.  They can be mailed to Sojourner Project, PO 
Box 272, Hopkins, MN 55343. 

They are also collecting unwrapped gifts for Children, Women, and 
Teens.   

Gifts will be accepted from November 30-December 11.  Gifts can be 
dropped off at church in the vestibule.   

Sojourner has also set up gift registries at Target and Amazon. 

Contact Michelle in the office for a complete list of needed items. 

FRIDAY MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP 

This group will not be meeting until further notice as word recently has 
been received that the kitchens of their long-time meeting place have 
been closed down.  For questions contact Harly and Cleone Hagmann. 

mailto:BLunde4@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/y6hu9ajd
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/9I1WS2RM9JAW?ref_=wl_share


MISSION AND OUTREACH 

Simpson Housing announces new BUILD UP Campaign 

On September 15, the Simpson Housing Board of Directors launched a multi-year capital campaign to 
fund and construct a new shelter and apartment building ats the current location of Simpson Shelter. 
The announcement included a $345K matching funds commitment from a local foundation. The 
mission of the campaign is to design and execute a national best practice shelter model, including a low
-barrier space to include 70 beds and 42 units of permanent supportive housing that can be replicated 
in the Twin Cities and across the nation. They are planning to create a modern and dignified shelter, 
intentionally designed to meet the short-term housing needs of shelter guests. Click HERE to read 
about the new building. Click HERE to watch the campaign kickoff presentation (starts at 3 min mark).  

Great news! Simpson Housing recently increased 
shelter capacity by 20 women to serve 75 people 
by repurposing some space upstairs and hiring 
additional staff. They are still able to 
accommodate social distancing in the sleeping 
areas, with each bed being 8 ft apart. As winter is 
approaching, they are in need of tight-weave 
super-warm hats, super-warm gloves, thermal 
underwear, and socks. Click HERE to view the 

most urgent supply needs, or HERE to make a 
cash donation. Thank you to all who continue the 
MUMC 30 year tradition of supporting Simpson 
Shelter. Your gifts made it possible for this shelter 
expansion. If you have goods to donate, please 
contact Kathy Arendt at kjarendt@aol.com or 
612.810.0699 for pick-up and delivery, or leave 
items in the church vestibule.  

Simpson House - Volunteer as a Mentor for Child or Youth 

Here’s an opportunity to make a big difference in a child’s life. Simpson Housing is seeking mentors to 
help students one-on-one online. The mission of the Children and Youth Services programs is to break 
the generational cycle of homelessness by partnering with parents to support children’s academic 
success, stability, and well-being. Adults age 21 and older are invited to become a tutor or mentor and 
make a positive and lasting impact in the life of a young person. While mentors will begin volunteering 
virtually, they plan to transition mentors to in-person service as soon as it is safe to do so. Click HERE 
to learn more about how you can become a mentor.   
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Dignity Center 

Our monthly sandwich-making assembly line may be shut down for a while, but MUMC still made a 
difference for the people who depend on The Dignity Center through the pandemic. http://haumc.org/
dignity We sent our $950 budgeted funds plus the sandwich funds of $1,000 to continue our support. 
The Dignity Center held their Virtual Fall Fundraiser on October 6. Click HERE to watch their inspiring 
video and learn more about their mission and programs.  

Simpson Shelter Updates 

Small Sums 

MUMC launched its support of Small Sums in March 2019. Their mission is to equip homeless workers 
with the things they need to get back to work and back to a more stable life - work clothes, work shoes 
or boots, tools and bus passes. Those things may seem “small” but not having them can impact a 
person’s ability to get and keep a job. This year MUMC has contributed $500 - enough for 12 bus 
passes or 40 pairs of scrubs for essential workers. Want to know more? Want to give more? Click 
HERE to view their 8 minute Fall Fundraiser Virtual Gala. You’ll hear inspiring stories from clients 
who are making positive changes every day because they received help from Small Sums.   

https://www.simpsonhousing.org/2020/07/14/announcing-simpson-community-shelter-and-apartments/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP9hQIYU0oc&t=294s
https://www.simpsonhousing.org/ways-to-help/give-supplies/
https://www.simpsonhousing.org/donate-now/
https://www.simpsonhousing.org/volunteer/mentor-information/
http://haumc.org/dignity
http://haumc.org/dignity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYSftebDPyc&feature=youtu.be
https://smallsums.org/fall-fundraiser/


Caring ~ Inclusive ~ Spirit-Filled 

Minnetonka  

United Methodist Church 

 

( K ids)  MI SS IO N N ig h t   

Welcoming students Pre-K &  Elementary 

Wed, November 4, 6:30-7:15 pm  

•Meet in Fellowship Hall  

•Bring your mission bag & a non-perishable food 

item for donation to ICA  

•Wear a mask please - sunglasses and hat optional  

•This month: T HA NKF U L NES S  (we wi l l  

come back to  Spir i t - f i l led  lat er!)  

Senior High & College Crew  

S u n  No v em b er  15 ,  2 : 0 0—4 : 0 0  pm  

We will have an outdoor game event on the church 

grounds. Things like Capture the Flag with Nerf 

guns, competitions with pool noodles, etc. We'll 

get a fire going in the fire pit to keep warm. If you 

have other fun ideas for that day, please send a 

text message or email to Cathy Carlson at 763-

202-9701 or cathycarlson1@gmail.com.  

•Bring your nerf guns and ammo  (label them so 

you can identify them as yours after the event). 

If you have spares that others can borrow, 

bring those too.  

•Masks will be required and hand sanitizer 

available. Can’t wait to see everyone!  

 

Re t re at  S e ssion  #  2  

F o r C o n f i rma t i o n   

S a t,  N ov emb er  1 4 ,  6 : 0 0 -9 : 0 0  pm   

• Zero Contact Games 

• UMC History 

• Wesleyan Quadrilateral 

• Definitely not turkey dinner 

• Advent Decorating 

• And more... 

 

M.A.D. Night 

For Grades 4-6 

Fri, November 2o, 6:30-8:00 pm 

•Meets in Fellowship Hall  

•Masks required 

•Please bring a non-perishable 

donation to the food shelf or a 

donation of supplies for Simpson  

•We will be baking! Please let us 

know of food-related allergies in 

advance! 

•We will sneak outside for a game if 

weather permits, so dress for it!  

Bible Class/Bible Sunday  

Class for 3 & 4th graders  

Bibles also given to 3 year olds  

Class: Sun Nov 8, 11:30-noon 

•Class meets in Fellowship Hall  

•Email or text Cindy to register for 

class and/or for bibles. You will 

sign up for a time to have your 

Bible presented to you at home by 

Pastor Dave! 



This fall has been a tumultuous time for our 
church community.  We feel blessed to have Pastor 
Dave back to lead us once again and we are 
grateful for the resilience of our congregation.  

Pastoral Appointment Process. As you may 
know, the pastoral appointment process of the 
UMC Minnesota Conference starts in January, 
when the Bishop’s cabinet gathers to assess the 
churches with openings and the available pastor 
candidates. MUMC provides a detailed written 
profile of our church and community for that 
meeting and we expect our church leadership will 
be invited to provide in-person input at this 
cabinet meeting as we were this year. The Bishop 
and cabinet make a decision about pastoral 
appointments in the next months. The SLB has the 
opportunity to interview the proposed pastor and a 
duty to discern whether the appointment is 
suitable. The congregation itself does not vote on 
the appointment. If the Bishop, the pastor and the 
SLB all agree on the appointment, the new pastor 
starts in July.  

Our Next Steps. Because of this timing, the 
Servant Leader Board will be discerning our next 
steps in December. We will consider these options: 

• Retain Pastor Dave as interim pastor through 
June 2021 and seek a new pastor appointment 
for July 2021. 

• Extend Pastor Dave’s interim contract through 
June 2022 and seek a new pastor appointment 
for July 2022, so that we are (hopefully) no 
longer in pandemic restrictions when the new 
pastor arrives. 

• Seek a pastoral appointment for Pastor Dave 
who would continue to serve until his 
retirement in June 2023 and seek a new 
pastoral appointment for July 2023. 

 

How You Can Help. Each of these choices has 
pros and cons and we know that everyone will have 
an opinion. But the pandemic means we can’t be 
together in our usual ways so we need to be 
intentional about getting your input. Please email, 
text or call an SLB member* to provide your input.  

We thank you in advance for your thoughts. Your 
input will be helpful in the SLB discernment 
process.  

Peace –  

Karin Keitel (keitelkarin@gmail.com or 952-239-
5311) 

Steve Pieh (swpieh@icloud.com or 952-452-3518) 

Myron Carlson (estoesmyron@gmail.com or 612-
231-9787) 

 
*SLB members: Jason Anderson, Ann Bracket, 
Myron Carlson, Kevin Den Hartog, Laura Heuer, 
Nick Hugunin, Karin Keitel, Shelley Knoblauch, 
Megan Krueger, Eric Lunde, Steve Pieh, Fred 
Reuning and Robert Trewatha  

PASTOR UPDATE FROM THE SERVANT LEADERSHIP BOARD 
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PRAYERS 

• Julia, a 32-year-old, who is Nancy Scheel’s niece 
dealing with lung cancer  

• Nancy Scheel healing from COVID 

• Sally Colburn recovering from a broken hip and 
surgery.   

• Al & Kaye Cusick’s grandson Ryan for continued 
healing following successful surgery   

• All who have tested positive for COVID-19 for their 
recovery and healing   

• Melinda Kohrt on the loss of her brother   

WITH APPRECIATION 

• Thanks so much for the retirement cards and well 
wishes.  Retirement is looking different than I 
imagined, but I am enjoying being home and 
spending time with family.  Paule and I are grateful 
to MUMC and for your support over the years.  
Blessings and love to you!                - Carol Walvatne 

mailto:keitelkarin@gmail.com
mailto:swpieh@icloud.com
mailto:estoesmyron@gmail.com
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DAVE’S DELIBERATIONS 

In January 2019, MUMW co-president Melinda 
Kohrt wrote… “Thanks to all of you for the support 
you gave to UMW in 2019.  We made a lot of good 
things happen!” 

In Covid 19 - 2020 we have not had the 
opportunity to develop community nor raise funds 
like we have in the past.  We did not celebrate 
United Methodist Women Sunday, participate in 
Mission u or Mission u Too in the summer, or 
socialize with the Lunch Bunch.  We were not able 
to get out in the community and assist with the 
Adult Education graduation ceremony in Hopkins 
in early June. We could not volunteer to help with 
the 2021 General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church in Minneapolis because it was 
postponed.  There will not be a Thanksgiving 
“English as a Second Language” dinner in 
Hopkins in 2020.   

But the National UMW district pledge that we 
make and the money we donate to local missions 
like Sojourner Women’s Shelter, My Health for 
Teens and Young Adults and Indian Women’s 
Resource Center is still needed more than ever.   

Emma Norton, our local UMW mission in St. Paul, 
is experiencing increased expenses around the 
COVID-19 response.  To make the residence as 
safe as possible, they have engaged in cleaning 
services, increased staff and resident screening, 
and added more security among other things.  

We still have the opportunity to make good things 
happen in 2020. 

Contribute to UMW outreach by sending your 
donations to the church or to UMW Treasurer, 
Emelia Johnson, 6001 Covington Terrace, 
Minnetonka, MN 55345.  Please make checks 
payable to Minnetonka United Methodist Women. 

MINNETONKA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

About a week after I arrived back from my 
“Sabbatical” a parishioner called and asked if we 
could have an outdoor socially distanced lunch 
together on the picnic table outside the office so 
that she could share an idea that she had.  Of 
course, I said “yes”. 

A few days later she laid out for me her ideas for 
what she called the “12-4-12” initiative.   What got 
her thinking about this was the fact that the 
pandemic had hamstrung our normal ministry 
efforts in some pretty profound ways and that the 
pandemic would likely be lingering for at least 
another 9-12 months.  Her strong feeling (with 
which I concur) was that MUMC could not afford to 
just sit around and wait for the pandemic to end.  I 
shared this idea with the Servant Leadership Board 
(SLB) and they were as excited by it as I was. 

Simply put the 12-4-12 initiative is a plan to 
organize members of MUMC to undertake TWELVE 
(12) impactful “touchpoint” ministries FOR (4) a 
period of TWELVE (12) months.  The purpose of the 
initiative and its individual touchpoint ministries is 
twofold.  1. To accomplish meaningful ministry to 
the congregation and community during the 
pandemic, and 2. To draw MUMC members 
together safely in small groups around common 
objectives to strengthen our fellowship during a 
time when we can’t be together in casual ways for 
fellowship. 

What those 12 touchpoints ministries will be is still 
being worked out, but some ideas are:   

• A Sunday Service team that will brainstorm and 
organize additional ways to involve church 
members in the Sunday online worship and 
enrich our worship experience together.   

• A Senior Service team that will discern the needs 
of our most vulnerable members and find safe, 
creative ways to help meet those needs.   

• A children and families team that will explore 
ways to keep kids and families in the church 
“loop”.   

• Seasonal Celebrations teams who will work to 
identify fun and meaningful ways for us to 
celebrate Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter 
together.   

• An outdoor team that will focus on landscape, 
gardening, and seasonal decorations.    

Keep your eyes and ears open for more details in the 
weeks ahead.   It will be CRITICAL to the future 
health and growth of our congregation for ALL of us 
to be active participates in this “12-4-12” initiative.  
If you are interested (excited?) to be part of this new 
initiative or if you have a great idea for one of the 
touchpoint ministries, please contact me or 
Elizabeth Frye and let us know! 

- Pastor Dave 
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Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NOVEMBER 

MUMC Staff 
Interim Lead Pastor  Rev. Dave Comstock  david.comstock@minnetonkaumc.org 
Administrator    Michelle Schober   michelle.schober@minnetonkaumc.org 
Children, Youth & Families Cindy Van Liere   cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org 
Music Director    Matthew Reaves   matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org 
Jazz Music Coordinator  Dave Graf     dave.graf@minnetonkaumc.org 
Sound Board/Technology  Jason Anderson   jason.anderson@minnetonkaumc.org 
Nursery Attendants   Jamie Anderson 
Custodian     Brian Williams 
Pastor Emeritus   Rev. Harly Hagmann 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

MINNETONKA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

17611 Lake St. Extension 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 

22nd Sunday Joshua 3:7-17  24th Sunday Judges 4:1-7  1st Sunday Isaiah 64:1-9 

after Pentecost Psalm 107:1-7,33-37  after Pentecost Psalm 123  of Advent Psalm 80:1-7 

 1 Thessalonians  2:9-13   1 Thessalonians  5:1-11   1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

November 1 Matthew 23:1-12  November 15 Matthew 25:14-30  November 29 Mark 13:24-37 

        

23rd Sunday Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25  Christ the King Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24    

after Pentecost Psalm 78:1-7  Sunday Psalm 100    

 1 Thessalonians  4:13-18   Ephesians 1:15-23    

November 8 Matthew 25:1-13  November 22 Matthew 25:31-46    

http://www.minnetonkaumc.org/index.htm

