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St at io n s  o f  t he  Crec he  
Dec em ber  2 4,  4: 0 0 -7 : 0 0 p m  

On Christmas Eve this year, we will be offering an interactive worship 
experience that will walk you through our entire church building! 
“Stations of the Creche” will be held in our church building on December 
24 from 4:00-7:00 pm. Starting December 7, we will activate a Signup 
Genius so you and your family can sign-up for a time to journey through 
darkness, arrive in Bethlehem, and experience the celebration that 
occurred when Jesus was born. This experience should be like no other 
you’ve seen at MUMC, full of decorations, lights, music, and the chance to 
lay your gifts at the manger. 
 
With this fantastic worship experience comes the need for volunteers to 
make it happen! To really pull this off, we will need the following from 
you: 
 Readers Actors 
 Group Leaders Painters 
 Drawers Narrators 
 Decorators Singers 
 
There are so many things that need to be done to make this a wonderful 
holiday experience in the middle of a pandemic. If you have questions or 
would like to volunteer, please reach out to Matt Reaves at 
Matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org, or call or text him at 423-972-5311. 
 

This event is subject to change based on 
conditions at the time. 
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STAFFING NEWS: CONGRATULATIONS MATT REAVES! 

We’re delighted to announce that Matt Reaves has accepted a full-time position as 
Caring Ministries and Choir Director. In addition to leading the musical experience for 
our “traditional services,” Matt’s expanded role now includes: 

• Providing care and compassion for the congregation by leading the Young at Heart 
Ministries and our lay chaplains and “COVID callers” and working with the Mom’s 
Group and Baby Ministry Team 

• Shepherding a growing adult Christian Education program through in-person and 
online Bible studies and group discussions 

• Reaching out to our church community to provide care through life’s joys and sorrows 

We are so happy to have Matt, who knows and loves our church community, in this crucial role. Please feel free to 
reach out to Matt if you or your family have needs that we can address.  

LIFELINE SCREENING 

Life Line Screening is holding a 
preventive health event at 
Minnetonka United Methodist 
Church on December 22.  Five 
screenings will be offered that 
scan for potential health 
problems related to: blocked 
arteries; abdominal aortic 
aneurysms; hardening of the 
arteries in the legs; atrial 
fibrillation or irregular heart 
beat; and a bone density 
screening, for men and women, 
used to assess the risk of 
osteoporosis. Register for a 
Wellness Package which includes 
4 vascular tests and osteoporosis 
screening from $149 ($139 with 
our member discount).  All five 
screenings take 60-90 minutes to 
complete.  There are three 
ways to register for this 
event and to receive a $10 
discount off any package 
priced above $129, call toll-
free 1-888-653-6441 or text 
the word circle to 797979 or 
visit http://
lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle    
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UMW READING PROGRAM 

2020 has been a tumultuous and 
uncertain year. Our global pandemic 
has highlighted the importance of 
connection, even (or especially) 
while social distancing. Reading 
books at home and sharing them 
with friends and family—through 
email, phone, or video calls—can be 
a way to relax and engage in the 
world without leaving home. This 
space in our newsletter can be your 
window into the very extensive, 
wonderful listing of books for the 
reading program. Look online to see 
way more than I (Linda Swanson) 
can ever describe. I looked at the 
new 2021-22 list. Wow! Exciting! 

The newest program list continues to 
showcase diverse characters and 
provoke critical thinking about many 

issues, including race and racism. 
The program overview encourages 
us to read at least one book around 
the Black experience and elevate our 
understanding of how to be anti-
racist. 

This Advent book caught my eye:  
‘Dinner by Candlelight: Comfort and 
Joy for Advent’ by Kevin Louise 
Schaner, Xulon Press (2017). Yes, 
Christmas will be soon! Wondering 
what that will be like as we social 
distance and wear our masks 
everywhere we go? Expect hope, 
love, joy, and peace this Advent 
season. Rekindle you’re anticipation 
of Christ’s birth with comforting 
conversation. [Spiritual Growth 
category] Online reviews 5/5 star 
rating. 

QUILTERS 

The MUMC Quilting group has decided to cancel their weekly gathering until 
further notice to help in keeping their members safe and healthy.  If you have 
any questions, contact Sally Nelson. 

STOCK TRANSFERS FOR PAYMENTS TO THE CHURCH 

A number of members each year, transfer appreciated stock to the Church in 
payment of their pledge or Pre-payment of their pledge for the upcoming 
year.  If you are interested in this option, please contact Michelle Schober 
and she can provide further details.  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

This month we  will meet  on December 13, after the service; we are moving a 
week due to the church meeting on December 6. Please bring a mask and 
something to work on.  If you need yarn for a new shawl, we have some at 
church.  Contact Barbara Lunde with questions, BLunde4@gmail.com  

http://lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle
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MISSION AND OUTREACH 

Simpson Shelter Donations 

Thanks to all who are continuing the 
MUMC 30 year tradition of supporting 
Simpson Shelter. If you have goods to 
donate, please contact Kathy Arendt 
at kjarendt@aol.com or 612.810.0699 for 
pick-up and delivery, or leave items in 
the church vestibule. Click HERE to 
view the most urgent supply needs, or 
HERE to make a cash donation    

Thursday, December 17, 4:oo pm Memorial March; 7:00 pm Virtual Memorial 
Service. MUMC has always been a key contributor to this event with our turkey 
& all-the-trimmings dinner. We can’t do that this year but we can still 
participate and support them with our prayers, our presence and our gifts. The 
March will go on (route pending) and the Memorial Service will be held online 
to ensure safety and social distancing. Click HERE to read about the event and 
watch for updates on the route for the March.  

Keeping Up With the Graners 

Rev. Gordon and Ardell Graner are missionaries under 
the General Board of Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church.  Minnetonka UMC has been 
supporting their ministry since 1995. They are 
currently serving with the Dominican Evangelical 
Church, a partner church of the UMC. Their mission is 
to support the objective of our partner church to take 
the love of Christ outside the four walls of the church to 
the streets and rural areas where the needs are great. 
Click HERE to read Ardell’s Nov 4 post on the Graner 
Family website.  
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ResourceWest Holiday Toy Drive 

Help a child celebrate the holidays! Donate to ResourceWest’s Toy Chest. The Toy Chest provides new 
gifts to over 1,200 children and youth in the Hopkins and Minnetonka School Districts. Parents 
continue to struggle with the ever-increasing costs of housing, energy, transportation, and food. 
Family budgets are stretched thin and parents often have less money available for gifts for the 
holidays. We can make a difference! Click HERE to read all about the Toy Chest Program. If you have 
toys to donate, please contact Kathy Arendt at kjarendt@aol.com or 612.810.0699 for pick-up and 
delivery, or leave them in the church vestibule. You can also shop their Amazon Wish List and 
Target Charity Registry to have the items shipped to their office.   

SAVE THE DATE: 36th Annual Simpson Homeless Memorial 

Dignity Center Coat Drive 

With unusually cold temperatures 
upon us, please share your warmth 
by donating winter coats for adults. 
Extra-large sizes are always 
appreciated. Please contact Kathy 
Arendt at kjarendt@aol.com or 
612.810.0699 for pick-up and 
delivery, or leave items in the 
church vestibule, marked for The 
Dignity Center.  

Dignity Center Fundraising & Services 

Update 

Thanks to all who donated to The Dignity Center during their 
Fall Fundraiser. So far, they’ve raised $45,000! MUMC has 
contributed $1,950 this year. The Dignity Center has 
remained open during the pandemic to provide space for 
people to use computers for email, job hunting, filing taxes 
and obtaining telehealth and other online services. They are 
currently developing a program called “Dignity on the Road” 
to drive resources and programs into the communities in 
need, provide hot meals and advocacy services. Click HERE 
to learn more about The Dignity Center, a ministry of 
Hennepin Avenue UMC.  

Love Grows on Trees at MUMC 

The Christmas Hat & Mitten Tree is now set up in the church vestibule awaiting your donations of love 
and warmth for the children in our community.  

mailto:kjarendt@aol.com
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Caring ~ Inclusive ~ Spirit-Filled 

Minnetonka  

United Methodist Church 

 

( K id s )  M I SS IO N A G E N TS  (no in  person 

miss ion night  in  December due to Covid)  

For students in  Pre-K through grade 6  

December’s Mission: 

YOU have been chosen to be an actor in 

our FIRST EVER  

Virtual Christmas Pageant!  

1.Choose three possible characters you would like to 

play in order of preference. Some are speaking 

parts, so make sure that you can read the lines if 

that is a part you wish to play! Not everyone will 

be able to have their first choice but we can have a 

few different people playing one role for different 

segments. The script is attached to the kids email 

you receive on Sunday or contact Cindy for a copy.  

2.Once you know your part for sure, plan your 

costume! You can borrow a costume from the 

church or make your own.  

3.Practice your part! Have a little fun with it, just 

make sure to speak loud and clear if you have a 

talking part. Yes, animals can make animal sounds 

if they wish.  

4.Have a grownup help you record and send in your 

part. Grownups: If you would like to use a space in 

the church to record, you are more than welcome 

to—just send Cindy a message with what day and 

time work best so we can avoid overlap.  

5.Ask your grownup to send it in to Cindy by 

December 15 so we have time to edit all the pieces 

together! 

6.WATCH OUR ONLINE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE FOR 

THE PREMIERE STARRING YOU! 

Senior High & College Crew  

S u n da y,  Dec emb er  2 7,  2: 0 0  pm  

Onli ne  Ga me  Da y via Zoom. When it gets closer, we 

will ask everyone to RSVP so that we can send you a Zoom 

link.  

(Note that the date has been changed.)  

Cathy Carlson at 763-202-9701 

or cathycarlson1@gmail.com  

 

Re t re at  S e ssion  #  3  

F or  C onf i r ma ti on  

Sat December 12, 6:00-9:00 pm* 

• Safe Space training 

• Overview of domestic violence 

• Brief intro to stoles & statements of 

faith 

• Christmas celebration 

 

M.A.D. For Grades 4-6 

(no in-person M.A.D. Night due to Covid) 

•You are invited to participate in our 

first ever Secret Santa Mentorship 

Month! Email, text or call Cindy to 

sign up. You will be sent the name 

and contact info of someone in 3rd 

grade or younger. You will send 

them notes, cards, comics, 

whatever methods to send words of 

encouragement! If you need any 

supplies feel free to let Cindy know 

what you need.  

•You MAY send them a small gift (try 

to keep it under $10) if you wish 

but this is not required.  



So many have shared that their heads were in a 
swirl these past few weeks. Which is a lot to say 
when talking about 2020 in total. This is a year 
that has tested our faith and fortitude to continue 
striving to be caring, inclusive, and spirit-filled in 
all that we do. This year we have been challenged 
to live those words in different ways. This 
pandemic may have postponed, cancelled, or 
moved many of our church activities online; 
however, we will move into 2021 with courage and 
spirit-filled creativity knowing that there is still 
much work to be done to create a more resilient, 
just, and equitable world and God is always with 
us. 

With so much going on, there does not seem to be 
enough head space to accommodate it all. At some 
point we all must stop, breathe, and give ourselves 
grace. Andy Puddicombe, a former monk and 
founder of Headspace, offers four key components 
of mindfulness and managing stress: 

• Appreciation – being grateful for the small 
things that are going well – do you make it a  
regular habit to call out those people and things 
that you appreciate? 

• Impermanence – relaxing into the flow of 
changes in life – how often do you create open 
space to just experience what is going on 
around you?  Have you made new habits to 

keep you at your best – learning new things, 
experiencing new activities, expanding your 
knowledge of other cultures? 

• Cause and Effect – accepting that everything 
has an impact. Do more of what makes you 
happy – do you practice being intentional about 
what is most important to you? Are you aware 
of the impacts you leave with others? 

• Acceptance – recognizing what you can change 
and letting go of resistance to what you cannot 
change - do you accept those things within your 
control differently than those things out of your 
control? (Serenity Prayer) 

The CORR team encourages you to spend time in 
self-reflection on one of the above concepts that 
may help (or has helped) you be or return to your 
best self when your head swirls. You may even 
want to have a family conversation as you reflect 
on this past year and share how you’ve become 
more resilient, and what you want to take with you 
into next year.  

So, create a comfortable setting for yourself – 
perhaps a candle, warm beverage, or anything that 
allows you to “Breathe here now.” Listen to this 
Ted Talk by Andi Puddicome as a way to learn 
more about taking time to breathe here now It 
Only Takes 10 Minutes.  

COMMISSION ON RELIGION AND RACE (CORR)  
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PRAYERS 

• Joan Van Tassel and family on the passing of Dave 

• Sally Colburn recovering from a broken hip.  She has 
returned home and is receiving therapy there. 

• Al & Kaye Cusick’s grandson Ryan for continued 
healing following successful surgery   

• All who have tested positive for COVID-19 for their 
recovery and healing 

• Brynna McDonald recovering from an appendectomy  

• Tim Krueger's youngest brother Ryan recently 

diagnosed with leukemia  

WITH APPRECIATION 

Thank you for your prayers and support while I 
was recovering from Covid!  We truly have a 
fabulous church body!  Your response was 
overshelming and healing!  Thank You! 

-Nancy Scheel 

https://www.ted.com/talks/andy_puddicombe_all_it_takes_is_10_mindful_minutes?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
https://www.ted.com/talks/andy_puddicombe_all_it_takes_is_10_mindful_minutes?utm_campaign=tedspread&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=tedcomshare
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DAVE’S DELIBERATIONS 

With no Christmas Eve bulletin to display these memorials in, we are including in the newsletter.  
Thank you for your gift to beautify our sanctuary this Advent season. 

2020 POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS 

Dear Friends, 

Another name for what we usually call “Christmas” 
is “the Feast of the Incarnation.” Or in other words, 
the celebration of God’s decision to become flesh 
and dwell among…the will of God to become one of 
us and to make our lives, our spirits, our bodies, 
and our world holy and sacred again…to give God’s 
self to us completely. In other words, it is about 
more than a mere birthday party for the baby Jesus 
and CERTAINLY about more than an excuse to go 
shopping and eat too much once a year. In the face 
determined human opposition, God has announced 
His intention to bring light into a darkened world, 
new life into a dying world, and love into a world 
drowning in fear and hate. When we talk about the 
“Good News”, this is what we are talking about. 

Advent (which begins Sunday, November 29) is a 
season set aside for reflecting on what God is doing 
in the world through Jesus Christ and how we will 
open ourselves up to allow God to act within us and 
through us to bring light, life, and love to our spirits 
and to the world around us. It is a season to reflect 
on whether and how we will join God in his mighty 
work of transforming the world or whether will join 
the forces arrayed in opposition to God’s plan for 

the world. It is a time to decide whether we will be 
agents of light or agents of darkness, agents of life 
or agents of death, agents of love or agents of fear. 

This Advent, our worship services and study 
opportunities will be focused on the Incarnation 
and I will be exploring the various titles given to 
Jesus by the prophets and angels, and what those 
titles say about who he is and who we are. 

Looking forward to celebrating the Word made 
Flesh with you all even though we cannot be 
together! 

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas 
Pastor Dave 

 

Matt & Lynn Abe 
 In memory of our parents Bill, Mary, Joe, Ann 

 In honor our children Emily, Joe & Lisa 
 
Katie Childress 
 In memory of Guy Childress 

 In honor of my family and friends at MUMC 
 
Sarah Cooke 
 In memory of David Cooke 

Scott, Jennifer, Nora & Grace Coolong 
 In memory of Frank Coolong “Pops” 
 
Bob & Judy Fallat 
 In memory of Aline & Carey Robinson, Julia & Andrew 

Fallat 

Jeanne Swartout 
 In memory of John & Holly Swartout 
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Open Hearts 

Open Minds 

Open Doors 

SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR DECEMBER 

MUMC Staff 
Interim Lead Pastor  Rev. Dave Comstock  david.comstock@minnetonkaumc.org 
Administrator    Michelle Schober   michelle.schober@minnetonkaumc.org 
Children, Youth & Families Cindy Van Liere   cindy.vanliere@minnetonkaumc.org 
Music & Caring Ministries Matthew Reaves   matt.reaves@minnetonkaumc.org 
Jazz Music Coordinator  Dave Graf     dave.graf@minnetonkaumc.org 
Sound Board/Technology  Jason Anderson   jason.anderson@minnetonkaumc.org 
Nursery Attendant   Jamie Anderson 
Custodian     Brian Williams 
Pastor Emeritus   Rev. Harly Hagmann 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

MINNETONKA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

17611 Lake St. Extension 
Minnetonka, MN 55345 

2nd Sunday Isaiah 40:1-11  4th Sunday 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  

of Advent Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  of Advent Luke 1:47-55  

 2 Peter 3:8-15a   Romans 16:25-27  

December 6 Mark 1:1-8  December 20 Luke 1:26-38  

      

3rd Sunday Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11  1st Sunday Isaiah 61:10-62:3  

of Advent Psalm 126  after Christmas Psalm 148  

 1 Thessalonians  5:16-24   Galatians 4:4-7  

December 13 John 1:6-8, 19-28  December 27 Luke 2:22-40  

http://www.minnetonkaumc.org/index.htm

